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"Behold,  they  say  unto  me,  Where  is  the  word 
oj  the  Lord ?  let  it  come  now.”—  Jeremiah  17:15 
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"The  world  shortage  of  Bibles  and  New  Testaments  is  reckoned  in  many 


millions  of  copies.  This  shortage  must  be  made  up  at  the  earliest  possible  date.” 


—  Whitby  Meeting  of  the  International  Missionary  Council. 


"The  present  famine  in  Bibles  and  Christian  literature  is  perhaps  the 
most  alarming  single  feature  in  the  total  program  of  the  Christian  church.” 

— Canon  Max  Warren,  Secretary, 

Church  Missionary  Society,  London,  England. 


"Take  the  matter  of  Scripture  supply.  From  area  after  area  we  have  the 
most  urgent  calls  for  more  Scriptures.  I  cannot  understand  why  we  haven’t  supplied 
them.  I  should  think  that  the  churches  would  just  rise  up  and  say  'At  least  we  will 
furnish  the  Scriptures.’  ” 

—Dr.  Ralph  E.  Dijfendorfer,  in  presenting  the 
Program  of  Advance  at  the  Foreign  Missions 
Assembly,  Columbus ,  Ohio,  October  7,  1948. 


"On  my  recent  visit  to  Eastern  Asia  I  was  very  much  impressed  by  what 
the  Bible  Society  had  done  in  various  countries  in  the  postwar  period  to  resume  the 
distribution  of  the  Scriptures.  Even  so,  supply  was  not  equal  to  demand,  particularly 
in  Japan.  War  and  its  aftermath  left  a  moral  vacuum  and  a  spiritual  hunger,  so 
many  were  wanting  to  search  the  Scriptures.  And  for  the  Christian  witness  now 
demanded  in  every  country  the  Scriptures  are  essential.  The  Bible  Society  must  be 
given  the  funds  required  for  it  adequately  to  discharge  its  great  responsibility.” 

—Dr.  J.  W.  Decker,  Secretary, 

International  Missionary  Council,  New  York. 


The  Bible  For  The  World 


Why  Advance  Now? 


NO  solution  to  the  tremendous  issues  of  our  day  can  be  found  short  of  the  discovery  of  and 
obedience  to  the  purposes  of  God.  Nowhere  is  there  available  to  mankind  a  setting  forth 
of  His  purposes  so  vivid  and  powerful  and  so  concretely  related  to  human  experience 
as  in  the  Bible.  The  great  decisions  of  humanity  will  be  made  by  the  masses  of  mankind  in  their 
struggle  for  freedom,  security,  and  greater  welfare.  Unless  they  come  to  know  and  to  obey 
each  in  his  own  heart  the  purposes  of  God  revealed  in  the  experience  recorded  in  this  book, 
mankind  forever  will  stand  in  peril,  its  great  destiny  unfulfilled.  Yet  the  majority  of  mankind 
have  not  even  yet  had  a  chance  to  possess  the  Bible  and  through  its  pages  to  come  face  to  face 
with  Christ,  their  Lord,  who  came  to  give  them  more  abundant  life. 

There  are  lands  at  present  where  the  rate  of  demand  for  the  Scriptures  has  gone  beyond 
the  capacity  of  the  Bible  Societies  to  supply  at  the  present  level  of  their  support.  Yet  economic 
and  other  conditions  make  it  impossible  for  those  who  ask  and  need  the  Scriptures  to  pay  the 
full  cost  of  production  and  delivery. 

Even  in  America,  where  Christianity  is  widespread  and  long  established,  there  are  mil¬ 
lions  of  persons  to  whom  the  Bible  is  truly  an  unknown  book.  When  perhaps  fifty  millions 
of  people  have  no  contact  with  the  churches,  when  religious  instruction  is  given  to  little  more 
than  half  of  the  children  and  youth,  there  is  manifestly  great  need  for  wider  and  more  thor¬ 
ough  circulation  of  the  Scriptures. 

Even  if  there  were  no  missionary  advance  the  opportunities  for  the  effective  distribution 
of  the  Scriptures  exceed  the  present  ability  of  the  Bible  Societies  to  meet  them.  If  to  these 
opportunities  is  added  the  inevitable  effect  of  a  genuine  advance  in  all  other  aspects  of  Christian 
missions,  a  radical  lifting  of  the  support  of  the  supply  and  distribution  of  the  Bible  to  a  much 
higher  and  continuing  level  must  be  made  by  the  churches. 
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Confronting  the  Facts 


A  program  of  advance,  to  be  realistic,  must  face  the  following  conditions: 

1.  Japan  and  Germany  are  areas  of  very  great  immediate  opportunity  and  need!  SCAP 
in  Japan  urges  no  reduction  in  Japanese  Scripture  supply  though  nearly  a  million  and  a  half 
of  Testaments  have  been  issued  in  two  years.  Germany  is  short  at  least  ten  million  Bibles  and 
Testaments.  To  fail  to  meet  these  challenges  would  be  to  fail  at  critical  sectors  of  Christian 
advance  and  reconstruction. 

2.  Areas,  not  so  great  in  volume  requirements,  but  in  which  there  is  heavy  pressure  on 
sources  of  supply,  are  Korea,  Brazil,  China,  Philippines  and  parts  of  Spanish- America  and 
Africa. 

3.  Not  spectacular  in  volume  demand  but  requiring  constant  and  increasing  vigor  in  circu¬ 
lations  are  the  Near  East,  Siam,  other  parts  of  Latin  America  and  many  additional  areas.  In 
some,  doors  now  open  may  close;  in  these  work  must  be  pressed  now. 

4.  Far  reaching  advances  in  literacy  and  education  among  vast  populations  are  coming  so 
fast  that  special  measures  must  be  taken  to  introduce  them  to  the  Scriptures.  These  measures 
will  require  all  that  may  be  released  when  emergency  demands  have  been  cleared  away  —  and 
more! 

3.  The  increase  in  the  armed  forces  is  bringing  large  calls  from  Chaplains  for  Testaments. 
No  effective  method  of  intensive  Scripture  distribution  in  our  great  cities  has  yet  been  found. 

6.  In  the  United  States,  Alaska,  and  Hawaii  there  are  groups  of  needy  people  who  look 
to  the  Bible  Society  as  their  only  source  of  Scripture  supply.  Negroes,  Indians,  remote  rural 
people,  migrants,  foreign  speaking  folk,  the  Blind,  prisoners,  and  those  in  hospitals  continue 
to  need  and  use  the  Word  of  God. 

7.  The  Bible  Societies  face  the  facts  just  stated,  irrespective  of  whether  the  missionary 
forces  advance  or  not.  If  missions  make  the  urgently  needed  advance,  still  more  must  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  Scriptures  be  pushed. 

8.  Economic  barriers  lay  a  particular  responsibility  on  American  churches.  Willing  and 
able  as  the  British,  Scottish,  and  Netherlands  Bible  Societies  are  to  do  their  share,  currency  restric¬ 
tions  and  other  limitations  make  it  impossible  for  them  to  take  up  the  full  challenge  in  certain 
areas.  Again,  even  though  production  of  Scriptures  in  Japan  and  Germany  is  becoming  possible, 
these  areas  cannot  pay  for  the  imports  of  paper  and  binding  materials  required.  Furthermore, 
all  over  the  world  costs  have  risen  radically  and  are  not  likely  to  fall  for  several  years. 
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Basic  Elements  in  The  Program  of  Advance 

The  American  Bible  Society  sets  forth  the  following  basic  elements  in  its  program  of 
advance  in  Scripture  distribution. 

1.  To  produce  and  send  to  Japan  and  Germany  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Bibles,  Testaments, 
and  Gospels  while  local  production  is  getting  underway  and,  as  the  latter  takes  place,  to 
supply  the  raw  materials  required.  Financial  returns  from  sales  of  Scriptures  sent  in  will 
supply  working  capital  for  local  production  and  eventually  for  strengthening  and  develop¬ 
ing  channels  of  distribution  to  untouched  masses  of  people  as  demand  slackens. 

2.  Similar  production  and  provision  of  raw  materials  for  Korea  (until  the  BFBS  can  take 
over),  Brazil,  China,  the  Philippines  and  increased  production  for  Spanish  America  and  Africa. 
Here  to  production  must  be  added  resources  for  more  colporteurs  and  their  training,  for  motor- 
vans,  Gospel  campaigns,  composition  and  plates  of  new  editions  and  versions,  transportation,  etc. 

3.  Reinforcement  and  development  of  distribution  channels  in  areas  where  volume  produc¬ 
tion  is  not  so  urgent,  as  the  Near  East,  Siam,  the  west  coast  of  South  America. 

4.  Temporary  supplies  of  raw  materials  to  areas  where  other  Bible  Societies  are  for  the 
time  being  limited,  e.g.,  India,  Netherlands  Indies,  parts  of  Europe. 

5.  Constant  effort  to  improve  the  quality  of  translations  by  revision  by  competent  scholars, 
as  in  Brazil  (Portuguese),  Japan,  Siam,  Philippines,  etc.,  and  more  effective  guidance  to  trans¬ 
lators  at  work  in  tribal  languages. 

6.  Widespread  experiments  in  bringing  new  literates  into  early  and  fruitful  contact  with 
the  Scriptures,  e.g.,  by  graded  reading  materials  drawn  from  the  Bible. 

7.  To  discover  new  ways  of  supplying  Scriptures  to  special  groups  of  American  people 
(rural,  migrant,  industrial,  foreign  speaking,  Indian,  Negro,  frontier),  and  to  intensify  the 
Scripture  distribution  done  by  the  home  missionary  workers  of  the  various  churches. 

8.  A  constant  watchfulness  on  Scripture  prices  to  keep  returns  from  sales  as  high  as  is 
consistent  with  widespread  distribution,  that  the  resources  available  may  reach  as  far  as  possible. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  the  full  cost  of  a  delivered  Bible  for  vast  multitudes  of  the  world’s 
population  is  equivalent  to  from  two  days’  to  a  month’s  cash  wages.  Ordinarily  the  Bible 
Societies’  returns  from  sales  are  from  one-third  to  one-fourth  of  their  total  costs. 
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The  program  is  subject  to  revision  in  details  as  time  goes  on  but  can  rightly  be  taken  as,  in 
substance,  a  valid  appraisal  of  the  advance  that  ought  to  be  made  if  the  American  Christian 
constituency  is  in  any  realistic  degree  to  face  the  opportunities  and  urgencies  of  our  time.  There 
are  literally  many  millions  of  people  who,  receiving  the  Scriptures  under  this  program,  would 
find  the  beginnings  of  new  life  and  true  redemption. 

Country  by  country  the  Society’s  staff  at  home  and  abroad  has  appraised  the  situation  — 
the  needs,  the  opportunities,  the  requirements.  The  results  are  set  forth  in  the  pages  which  follow. 

The  estimates  of  the  advance  program  lay  before  the  American  churches  and  Christians 
the  opportunity  of  increasing  the  number  of  people  who  possess  a  whole  Bible  or  Testament  or 
some  part  of  them  by  at  least  20,000,000  men,  women,  and  children  within  the  next  five  years. 
Many  more  will  be  added  to  this  number  by  the  parallel  action  of  the  British,  Scottish,  Dutch  and 
other  Societies. 


In  1947  the  Society’s  circulation  under  the 

"regular” 

program  was  as 

follows: 

Bibles 

T e  st  aments 

Gospels ,  etc. 

Total 

Abroad 

301,233 

421,906 

3,559,37 6 

4, 282,515 

In  the  U.S.A. 

268,819 

324,986 

3,309,888 

3,903,693 

Total 

570,052 

746,892 

6,869,264 

8,186,208 

This  required  an  expenditure  of  — 

For  distribution  abroad 

$424,538 

For  distribution  in 

the  U.S.A. 

300,415 

$724,953 

This  expenditure  was  exclusive  of  that  part  of  the  cost  of  production  that  was  covered 
by  returns  from  sales. 

The  Program  of  Advance  of  the  American  Bible  Society  seeks  to  increase  the  annual 
circulation  of  the  Scriptures  in  the  five-year  period  to  the  following  totals  and  at  total  costs 
estimated  as  shown. 


1949 

Bibles 

Testaments 

Gospels 

Total 

Costs 

Abroad 

799,000 

1,961,000 

6,898,000 

9,658,000 

$2,056,636 

In  the  U.S.A. 

300,000 

500,000 

4,000,000 

4,800,000 

384,800 

Total 

1,099,000 

2,461,000 

10,898,000 

14,458,000 

$2,441,436 

4 


mo 

Abroad 

In  the  U.S.A. 

Bibles 

915,000 

350,000 

Testaments 

2,179,000 

750,000 

Gospels 

8,261,000 

5,000,000 

Total 

11,355,000 

6,100,000 

Costs 

$2,234,117 

426,300 

Total 

1,265,000 

2,929,000 

13,261,000 

17,455,000 

$2,660,417 

mi 

Abroad 

In  the  U.S.A. 

1,053,000 

400,000 

2,215,000 

900,000 

9,171,000 

6,000,000 

12,439,000 

7,300,000 

$2,026,724 

468,500 

Total 

1,453,000 

3,115,000 

15,171,000 

19,739,000 

$2,495,224 

m2 

Abroad 

In  the  U.S.A. 

1,065,000 

450,000 

2,064,000 

1,000,000 

9,719,000 

7,000,000 

12,848,000 

8,450,000 

$1,740,939 

492,900 

Total 

1,515,000 

3,064,000 

16,719,000 

21,298,000 

$2,233,839 

m3 

Abroad 

In  the  U.S.A. 

1,084,000 

500,000 

1,987,000 

1,000,000 

10,905,000 

8,000,000 

13,976,000 

9,500,000 

$1,542,568 

515,000 

Total 

1,584,000 

2,987,000 

18,905,000 

23,476,000 

$2,057,568 

For  the  5  year  period 

Abroad  4,916,000 

In  the  U.S.A.  2,000,000 

10,406,000 

4,150,000 

44,954,000 

30,000,000 

60,276,000 

36,150,000 

$9,600,98 4 

2,287,500 

Total 

6,916,000 

14,556,000 

74,954,000 

96,426,000 

$11,888,484 

The  Scripture  figures  do  not  include  the  books  which  may  be  produced  from  $1,398,725  worth  of  raw 
materials  upon  which  it  was  impracticable  to  estimate  the  classes  and  quantity  of  Scriptures  likely  to  be 
produced. 


The  gradual  reduction  in  the  expense  abroad  is  because  it  is  anticipated  that  more  and 
more  the  economy  in  certain  areas,  especially  Japan  and  Germany,  will  be  sufficiently  restored 
so  that  the  exceptionally  large  aid  now  required  will  be  lessened.  It  is  also  recognized  that  inevit¬ 
able  delays  in  income  will  cause  the  actual  advance  both  as  a  whole  and  in  special  areas  to  be 
retarded  in  spots. 

That  such  Advance  as  this  is  wholly  possible  —  given  the  conviction  and  support  of 
American  Christians  —  is  indicated  by  the  distribution  achieved  by  the  Society’s  Emergency 
Program  in  the  five  years  ending  June  30,  1948.  This  was  concerned  with  the  emergency  needs 
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of  the  war  period  itself  and  the  immediate  post-war  period.  In  these  five  years,  outside  of  its 
“regular”  work  and  in  distribution  to  men  and  women  in  the  armed  services,  to  prisoners  of  war, 
and  in  the  supply  of  Scriptures  to  liberated  areas,  the  Society  issued  the  following  Scriptures  and 
expended  for  this  and  allied  services: 

Bibles  Testaments  Gospels,  etc.  Total  Expended 

1,204,954  7,279,100  7,439,216  15,923,270  $4,039,500 

Add  to  this  the  fact  that  in  the  same  five  years  the  “regular”  budget  achieved  a  total 
circulation  of 

Bibles  Testaments  Gospels,  etc.  Total 

2,485,375  4,665,924  31,539,756  38,691,055 

/ 

Thus,  the  total  operation  of  that  five  year  period  meant  the  issuance  of 

Bibles  Testaments  Gospels,  etc.  Total  Expended 

3,690,329  11,945,024  38,978,972  54,614,325  $7,051,525 

Surely  this  is  evidence  that  the  American  Churches  and  Christians  can  meet  a  challenge 
equal  to  that  of  the  Program  of  Advance  in  which  must  be  combined  the  needs  of  all  the  areas 
and  work  covered  by  both  the  former  “regular”  and  “emergency”  programs  now  concluding. 

The  full  facing  of  the  facts  forces  us  to  recognize  that  this  is  the  day  of  great  and  critical 
opportunity  —  not  easy  opportunity  —  for  the  spread  among  men  of  the  desperately  needed 
Gospel  of  Christ.  Here  is  a  concrete,  practical,  essential  program  for  spreading  that  Gospel  and 
for  undergirding  the  whole  missionary  enterprise.  "It  can  be  done.  Let’s  do  it  now!” 


Expended 

$3,012,025 


In  the  pages  which  follow  the  situation,  the  needs,  and  the  program  are  set 
forth.  The  basis  of  appraisal  is  the  experienced  judgment  of  our  staff  on  the 
field  supplemented  by  studies  and  examination  at  headquarters.  The  details 
are,  of  course,  subject  to  revision  as  fresh  information  arrives  or  local  condi¬ 
tions  change.  As  a  whole,  however,  it  gives  a  valid  picture  of  the  character 
and  urgencies  of  the  several  areas. 
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A  Great  Opportunity 


NO  statement  could  put  more  sharply  the  urgency 
of  the  demand  for  Scriptures  in  Japan  than  a  tele¬ 
gram  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Supreme  Command 
Allied  Powers  in  Tokyo  in  response  to  an  inquiry 
addressed  to  General  MacArthur  in  November,  1947. 
The  American  Bible  Society’s  inquiry  reported  that 
the  American  Bible  Society  was  not  planning  further 
production  of  Japanese  Scriptures  in  the  United  States, 
hoping  that  by  supplying  raw  materials  for  produc¬ 
tion  in  Japan  of  125,000  Bibles  and  600,000  Testa¬ 
ments  and  1,000,000  Gospels  this  would  be  adequate 
for  1948.  SCAP  replied: 

"Contribution  of  American  Bible  Society  of 
inestimable  value  to  spiritual  rehabilitation  of 
Japan  and  is  appreciated  deeply. 

"Demand  for  Bibles,  Testaments,  and  Gospels  is 
insatiable,  and  beyond  ability  of  Japanese  pub¬ 
lishers  to  satisfy.  .  .  .  Large  numbers  of  Japanese 
Scriptures  were  lost  during  the  war  and  in  addi¬ 
tion  there  is  great  demand  by  millions  of  Japa¬ 
nese  who  have  become  interested  in  Christian 
principles  following  the  establishment  of  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  in  Japan.  .  .  .  Believe  strongly  that 
discontinuance  or  even  decrease  of  production 
will  be  tragic  to  Christian  effort  in  Japan  if 
effected  before  the  Japan  Bible  Society  can  as¬ 
sume  full  responsibility  for  meeting  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  demand  now  existing.” 

Surely  this  tremendous  opportunity — unparalleled 
in  the  Christian  era — must  be  met.  This,  with  a  like 
meeting  of  somewhat  different  challenges  in  Korea 
and  China,  will  have  a  crucial  influence  on  the  nature 
of  the  future  civilization  of  the  Far  East  and  its  effect 
on  the  world.  But  it  must  be  remembered  (1)  that 
the  actual  Christian  constituency  in  Japan  is  less  than 
one  per  cent  of  the  population,  (2)  that  discourage¬ 
ments  (economic,  political,  educational,  moral)  may 
easily  cause  reversion  to  old  ideas  or  utter  hardness  of 
heart  if  the  present  vacuum  is  not  filled  with  new 
motives  and  new  hope.  The  key  to  the  situation  is 
the  supply  of  Scriptures,  sowing  the  seed  of  the  Gospel 
in  millions  of  hearts  for  a  swiftly  growing  ingathering 
by  the  churches,  and — as  happens  with  the  Scriptures 
constantly — leading  people  to  Christ  with  a  minimum 
of  pastoral  and  missionary  contact. 

As  clearly  indicated  by  SCAP’s  telegram,  adequate 
production  in  Japan  will  for  some  time  be  impossible. 
Printing  plants  are  reduced  in  number,  electric  power 
shortages  occur,  enough  experienced  workers  are  not 
available  yet,  paper  and  other  raw  materials  are  in 
short  supply,  the  currency  is  depreciated.  If,  therefore, 
the  situation  is  to  be  met  there  must  be  a  dual  policy: 

A.  The  maximum  possible  assistance  must  be  given 
in  rehabilitating  production  in  Japan,  through  adding 


to  press  equipment,  supplying  raw  materials,  lending 
technical  counsel.  Direct  sending  of  funds  will  be  little 
needed  for  the  sales  of  the  Scriptures  should  cover 
cost  of  production  once  the  raw  materials  are  supplied. 

Already  a  beginning  has  been  made.  SCAP  has 
given  the  Japan  Bible  Society  a  priority  on  the  use 
of  the  press  of  the  former  Japanese  Navy.  That 
Society  is  producing  in  1948,  50,000  Japanese-English 
New  Testaments,  50,000  pocket  Testaments,  20,000 
Testaments  and  Psalms,  and  6,000  Portions  of  the  new 
revision  of  the  Old  Testament.  As,  however,  ultimate 
production  will  require  millions  of  copies,  press  facili¬ 
ties  must  be  enlarged.  Also  all  the  raw  materials  that 
can  be  used  must  be  supplied. 

B.  Large  supplies  of  Scriptures  must  be  printed 
outside  of  Japan  to  meet  the  great  opportunity  and 
pending  adequate  production  in  Japan  itself.  This  is 
made  imperative  by  the  opportunity.  By  the  sale  of 
these  supplied  without  charge  from  the  U.S.A.,  the 
Japan  Bible  Society  will  secure  the  greatly  needed 
working  capital  for  the  large  printings  they  must 
eventually  undertake.  A  further  aspect  of  this  increase 
of  the  resources  of  the  Japan  Bible  Society  is  that  if 
and  when  the  great  demand  slackens,  and  perhaps 
before  then,  extensive  efforts  must  be  made  to  take 
the  Bible  to  the  people  by  colportage  and  other 
methods.  The  Japanese  Christian  community  will  not 
be  in  an  economic  position  for  many  years  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  Japan  Bible  Society  sufficient  money  to 
support  the  missionary  colportage  required.  Either  net 
returns  from  sales  or  aid  from  abroad  must  be  given. 

The  extent  of  the  current  demand  cannot  yet  be  measured. 

Available  facts  are  the  following: 

Population:  69,000,000;  very  largely  literate. 

Protestant  Communicants  (1938)  209,000;  Christian 
Community  probably  less  than  1,000,000. 

Circulation  of  Scriptures —  Bibles  Testaments  Gospels 

Largest  prewar  year — 1936 .  21,164  97,249  1,165,122 

1940  .  18,465  70,339  727,287 

(Reduction  due  partly  to  restrictions  on  colportage.) 

Shipments  by  ABS,  1946 .  —  383,000  360,356 

All  distributed  by  Christmas  except  200  copies. 

Shipments  by  ABS,  1947 . 120,015  1,016,338  303,854 

Two  lots  of  10,000  Bibles  were  bought  out  in  ten  days. 

ABS  further  production  and 

shipments  in  process,  1948  65,000  235,000  — 

Raw  materials  to  Japan,  1948  —  120,000  6,000 

The  original  estimate  in  1945  of  Japanese  Christian 
leaders  and  U.S.  Army  Chaplains  was  — 

100,000  2,500,000  "as  soon  as 

possible.” 

The  Japan  Bible  Society  requested  in  1948,  100,000  more 
Bibles  and  400,000  more  Testaments  than  are  listed  above. 
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The  Program  of  Advance  in  Japan 
For  the  five  years,  1949-1953,  the  ABS  estimate  is: 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Production  outside  Japan: 

Bibles  . 

.  100,000 

75,000 

65,000 

65,000 

50,000 

Testaments  . 

.  750,000 

750,000 

500,000 

350,000 

250,000 

Gospels . 

.  500,000 

500,000 

500,000 

500,000 

500,000 

Production  in  Japan  if  possible: 

Bibles  . 

.  — 

30,000 

75,000 

100,000 

150,000 

Testaments  . 

.  120,000 

250,000 

500,000 

500,000 

500,000 

Gospels . 

.  60,000 

200,000 

200,000 

300,000 

500,000 

This  program  will  require  — 

For  publication  outside  Japan 

.  $420,000 

$395,000 

$285,000 

$225,000 

$170,000 

For  raw  materials  for 

publication  in  Japan . 

.  25,200 

69,000 

141,500 

156,000 

185,000 

Additional  press  equipment . 

.  — 

80,000 

40,000 

— 

— 

Transportation 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

7,500 

5,000 

Total  program  for  Japan . 

.  $465,200 

$554,000 

$476,500 

$388,500 

$360,000 

Only  a  minor  part  of  the  ABS  current  expenditures  for  Scriptures  for  Japan  can  be  covered  by 
continuing  commitments  from  the  churches  or  from  individuals.  Therefore  the  program  above  must 
be  treated  as  beyond  current  denominational  regular  contributions  and  can  only  be  met  by  an  increase 
in  them  or  allotments  from  other  denominational  advance  programs. 


Korea 

For  a  New  Nation 


THE  issues  of  materialistic  communism  and  Christian 
faith  press  sharply  upon  the  life  of  the  Korean 
nation  now  free  —  yet  not  so  free,  with  the  nation  cut 
in  two  by  the  occupying  forces.  Here  is  surely  a  center 
of  terrific  ideological  clash  in  which  the  Christians 
must  be  given  every  possible  backing.  A  Christian 
community  numbering  about  one  per  cent  of  the 
population  faces  the  confused  situation  with  a  strong 
evangelistic  purpose  but  with  great  need  for  rein¬ 
forcement  from  without.  Although  not  devastated  by 
war,  they  have  been  a  subject  nation  for  forty  years 
and  the  economic  situation  is  a  difficult  one  as  well  as 
the  political.  A  major  factor  in  life  of  the  Korean 
churches  and  Christians  has  always  been  the  study  of 
the  Bible  and  it  holds  a  primary  place  in  their  evan¬ 
gelistic  program.  They  are  eager  to  place  a  Bible  or 
Testament  in  the  hands  of  every  college  and  high 
school  student  and  in  tens  of  thousands  of  homes. 
They  requested  and  are  being  supplied  with  250,000 
Gospels  for  evangelistic  purposes.  They  plan  to  make 
every  possible  endeavor  to  circulate  Scriptures  in 
North  Korea  and  to  reserve  a  considerable  supply  from 
time  to  time  for  this  purpose. 

Most  printing  presses  in  Korea  are  reported  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  Communist  sympathizers.  Raw  materials 
are  very  largely  lacking  and  must  be  imported.  The 


conditions  thus  parallel  Japan  though  not  in  such  large 
dimensions.  Production  in  Korea  must  be  made  pos¬ 
sible  and  Scriptures  must  be  supplied  from  outside 
pending  the  achievement  of  large  local  production. 

The  Korean  Bible  Society,  organized  just  as  the  war 
broke  out,  is  eagerly  planning  advance.  The  recom¬ 
mendations,  endorsed  by  the  visiting  deputation  from 
the  Foreign  Missions  Conference,  call  for  250,000 
Bibles  as  soon  as  possible  and  200,000  Testaments  a 
year  for  five  years.  To  this  should  be  added  recognition 
of  the  large  Korean  Christian  community  in  Man¬ 
churia  and  the  contact  of  the  Koreans  with  consid¬ 
erable  numbers  of  Russians. 

By  agreement  with  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  Korea  has  been  their  field  of  work  from  1919- 
The  ABS  has  published  and  shipped  since  the  war 
some  Korean  Scriptures,  as  the  BFBS  was  under  limi¬ 
tations  in  production  and  in  transmission  of  funds. 
The  BFBS  will  reopen  their  work  through  cooperation 
with  the  Korean  Bible  Society  as  soon  as  possible,  but 
the  limitations  are  not  likely  to  be  removed  quickly. 
The  BFBS  have  planned  to  produce  10,000  Korean 
Bibles  in  1948,  and  increasing  quantities  thereafter. 
The  character  of  the  situation  requires  that  meanwhile 
full  aid  be  given. 


8 


Population:  in  Korea . 23,000,000 

Population:  in  Manchuria .  931,000  (1937) 

Protestant  Korean  Communicants 

in  Korea  . . .  149,000(1938) 

Protestant  Communicants  in  Manchuria  .  31,301  (1938) 

Distribution  of 

Scriptures  in  Korea:  Bibles  T estaments  Gospels 

Largest  pre-war  year  (1938) .  12,631  86,676  841,109 

1940  .  13,543  80,854  496,352 


Total  Scriptures  Distributed, 

1882-1946 . 

Shipped  by  ABS,  1946 . 

Shipped  by  ABS,  1947 . 

Production  and  shipment  in 

process  by  ABS,  1948  . 

Production  and  shipment  in 
process  by  BFBS,  1948 . 


23,000,000 

—  57,848  — 

—  66,439  — 

—  129,000  250,000 

10,000  —  — 


(Note:  In  1947,  the  ABS  supplied  the  Korean  Bible  Society 
with  700  Russian  Bibles,  3,000  Russian  Testaments 
and  30,000  English  Testaments.  Army  Chaplains  in 
1948  distributed  20,000  Army  surplus  English  Testa¬ 
ments  to  schools  and  institutions.) 


Under  the  program  below  the  Korean  Bible  Society 
will  meet  from  sales  the  cost  of  production  in  Korea. 
Returns  from  sales  beyond  this  will  be  used  to  form 
a  working  capital  and  to  support  colportage. 


The  Program  for  Korea 


Production  outside  Korea: 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles  . 

Testaments  . 

75,000 
..  200,000 

75,000 

200,000 

50,000 

200,000 

50,000 

200,000 

200,000 

Production  in  Korea: 

Gospels . 

Testaments  . 

25,000 

50,000 

50,000 

20,000 

50,000 

50,000 

50,000 

50,000 

Estimated  cost  of  Scriptures,  materials 

and  equipment  needed  from  the  U.S.A. .... 

..  $170,500 

$156,250 

$121,750 

$125,750 

$  70,750 

Practically  all  of  this  must  be  found  outside  the  regular  budget  of  the  ABS. 


China 

(including  Manchuria  and  Formosa) 

An  Issue  of  Major  Strategy 


IT  would  be  utter  folly  on  the  part  of  Christian 
missionary  forces  to  underestimate  the  strategic 
importance  of  effective  Christian  advance  in  China. 
In  spite  of  the  confusion  of  civil  war,  the  terrible 
burdens  of  inflation,  the  inadequate  governmental  and 
economic  structure,  China  is  still  the  major  critical 
area  of  strategic  advance.  If  the  life  of  China  can  be 
won  to  Christ — not  by  a  fanfare  of  publicity  and  prop¬ 
aganda  but  by  a  vast  permeation  of  the  leaven  of  the 
Gospel  —  the  most  far-reaching  and  constructive 
changes  in  the  world’s  life  will  flow  from  it.  The 
courage  and  strength  of  the  Christian  community  and 
its  leadership  is  great;  but  being  yet  less  than  a  half 
of  one  per  cent  of  the  population  it  must  be  greatly 
reinforced  and  multiplied.  Imperative  as  additional 
missionaries  and  personnel  are,  the  provision  of  vast 
quantities  of  Christian  literature  and  especially  of  the 
Scriptures,  effectively  distributed,  by  which  alone 
great  numbers  of  people  can  be  favorably  led  and 
many  convinced  of  the  Gospel,  are  an  absolute  in¬ 
dispensability.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  current 


distribution  is  keeping  up  with  the  needs  of  the 
Christian  churches  themselves  after  the  loss  and  con¬ 
fusion  of  the  war.  A  factor  of  unmeasured  importance 
is  the  expansion  of  literacy  and  the  extension  of 
schools  —  which  adds  greatly  to  the  possibilities. 

The  terrible  inflation,  the  break-down  of  transpor¬ 
tation,  the  barriers  between  nationalist  and  communist 
territory,  and  war  weariness  are  factors  that  have  de¬ 
layed  adequate  reorganization  of  the  work  since  the 
war.  Depots  have  been  reestablished  and  are  operating 
in  Shanghai,  Hankow,  Chungking,  Chengtu,  Lanchow, 
Kunming,  Peiping,  Tientsin,  Tsinan,  Mukden,  Can¬ 
ton  and  Hong  Kong,  but  quarters  are  inadequate  at 
some  points  and  for  long-time  use  the  building  of 
small  Bible  Houses  is  needed,  and  present  quarters 
must  in  many  cases  be  remodeled.  Production  of  Scrip¬ 
tures  must  be  greatly  accelerated;  facilities  are  avail¬ 
able  but  raw  materials  must  be  supplied  from  abroad. 
An  entire  colportage  staff  must  be  secured  and  trained; 
for  certain  areas  —  Mongolia,  Manchuria,  Sinkiang, 
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and  the  Shanghai  district  motor-van  colportage  is  in¬ 
valuable  and  must  be  set  up  and  operated.  Pioneer 
field  work  is  needed  in  the  far  north-west  and  on  the 
borders  of  Tibet.  Among  the  tribes  in  Formosa  and 
west  and  southwest  China  translations  must  be  made 
and  published;  the  Mongolian  Testament  is  to  be  re¬ 
vised;  Chinese  scholars  training  themselves  for  com¬ 
petence  in  the  original  languages  of  the  Bible  must 
be  assisted  in  order  that  some  day  the  text  of  the 
Chinese  Bible  may  be  a  wholly  indigenous  transla¬ 
tion.  For  increasing  of  Chinese  responsibility  and  lead¬ 
ership,  the  headquarters  staff  must  have  additional 
Chinese  executives,  and  for  promotion  among  the 
churches  audiovisual  aids  must  be  produced  and  used. 
The  American,  British,  and  Scottish  Bible  Societies 
are  working  together  as  a  unit  and  shortly  the  China 
Bible  Society  will  be  formed. 

It  is  recognized  that  no  secure  appraisal  can  be 


made  of  the  costs  of  work  under  the  inflationary  con¬ 
ditions.  It  is  also  recognized  that  the  solidification  of 
communist  control  might  shut  off  a  considerable  area. 
Even  so,  the  populations  are  so  great  in  the  remaining 
areas  that  the  program  appears  inadequate.  Whatever 
the  conditions  in  China  the  distribution  must  in  one 
way  or  another  be  pressed  forward  into  all  territories. 
Should  peace  come,  there  will  be  a  tremendous  vacuum 
to  be  filled  in  Manchuria  and  North  China. 

Population:  461,006,285  (1946)  Illiteracy:  75% 
Evangelical  Christian  Community:  618,600 
Largest  prewar  circulation  (1929) 

Bibles  Testaments  Gospels  Total 
Total:  3  Societies ....  35,882  134,876  13,750,704  13,921,462 
Circulation  (1936) 

Total:  3  Societies  ...  76,740  87,417  9,026,013  9,190,170 

Circulation  ( 1947 ) 

3  Societies .  88,264  104,159  573,021  765,444 


The  Program  of  Advance  for  China 

Total  Distribution  Objective: 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles  . 

100,000 

150,000 

200,000 

250,000 

300,000 

Testaments  . 

130,000 

200,000 

250,000 

250,000 

300,000 

Gospels . 

2,000,000 

2,500,000 

3,000,000 

3,500,000 

4,000,000 

Total  Present  Budget  (1948) :  3  Societies 

$132,000 

$152,000 

$152,000 

$152,000 

$152,000 

Program  of  Advance 

148,000 

236,500 

276,500 

278,000 

270,500 

Total  Five-Year  Program:  3  Societies* 

$300,000 

$388,500 

$428,500 

$430,000 

$422,500 

ABS  Budget  (1948)  . 

$  48,000 

$  48,000 

$  48,000 

$  48,000 

$  48,000 

ABS  Share  of  Advance . 

72,000 

107,400 

123,400 

124,000 

121,000 

ABS  Total  Five-Year  Program 

$120,000 

$155,400 

$171,400 

$172,000 

$169,000 

(*In  the  middle  3  years  the  non-recurring  items  of 

new  Bible  Houses  increase 

the  totals 

by  $50,000  to  $75,000.) 

Philippine  Islands 

Rebuilding  for  New  Life 


TERRIBLY  bruised  by  the  war,  struggling  for  ef¬ 
fective  self-government  in  their  new  freedom, 
the  twenty  million  Filipinos  on  their  myriad  islands 
face  years  of  heavy  building  and  rebuilding  to  create 
a  new  national  life  and  a  sound  economic  base  for  it. 
The  historic  American  contribution,  owing  so  much 
to  its  Protestant  heritage,  must  continue  to  be  made 
not  by  political  controls  but  by  sympathy  and  support. 
In  the  making  of  the  new  nation  the  Philippine 
evangelical  community,  consisting  of  about  1.46%  of 
the  population,  has  a  most  important  part  to  play  and 
should  have  the  fullest  support.  Central  in  its  work 
and  advance  is  an  adequate  supply  of  Scriptures.  Many 
thousands  of  copies  were  destroyed  during  the  war 
and  the  consequent  demand  has  been  unexpectedly 


large.  Much  of  this  emergency  need  has  been  supplied, 
but  the  continuing  call  is  large  and  to  it  must  be 
added  the  need,  which  will  be  shortly  faced,  of  col¬ 
portage  throughout  the  Islands  if  the  distribution  is 
both  to  prepare  the  way  for  and  keep  pace  with  the 
advance  of  missions  and  churches. 

The  prewar  Philippine  Scriptures  were  all  printed 
and  bound  in  the  Philippines  —  Bibles  in  eight  lan¬ 
guages  and  Testaments  and  Gospels  in  several  more. 
The  war’s  destruction  makes  this  impossible  for  some 
years  to  come.  Good  quality  printing  of  many-paged 
books  like  the  Bible  requires  larger  presses  and  special 
skills  not  required  for  most  day  by  day  printing.  For 
this  reason  printing  of  the  Philippine  Scriptures  out- 
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side  of  the  Philippines  will  be  necessary,  probably  for 
at  least  five  years,  possibly  longer.  This  is  likely  to 
add  to  the  costs,  especially  if  it  is  necessary  to  print 
in  the  United  States. 

As  the  unstimulated  demand  slows  down,  colportage 
must  be  undertaken.  In  the  Philippines  much  of  this 
has  been  very  successfully  done  with  a  small  automo¬ 
bile  of  the  delivery  wagon  type  equipped  with  a  loud¬ 
speaker.  With  this,  village  after  village  can  be  visited, 
attention  secured  by  the  loud-speaker,  and  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  and  staff  transported.  Provision  must  be  made 
for  this  and  for  operating  expenses. 

Revisions  and  new  translations  will  be  needed  in 
several  languages.  This  will  require  not  only  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  revision  process  but  the  making  of  new 
printing  plates.  A  return  to  the  policy  of  binding  the 
Scriptures  in  the  Bible  House  is  probable  at  a  saving 
of  costs  and  advantages  in  not  having  large  stocks 
stored  in  a  damp  climate.  General  operating  and  office 
expenses  are  also  required  as  the  Society  maintains  its 
own  agency.  Some  provision  for  improvements  in  the 


Bible  House  should  be  made  by  the  end  of  five  years. 


Population:  13,277,000  (1938) 

Evangelical  Communicants:  194,000  (1938) 


Largest  prewar  circulation 
(1937)  . 

Bibles 

9,767 

Testaments  Gospels 

7,871  104,481 

1947  Circulation  (limited,  as 
books  in  all  languages  not 
available )  . 

19,184 

17,015 

32,802 

1948  Shipments  and  Production 
Scheduled  . 

78,000 

70,000 

___ 

Bibles:  18,000  in  Cebuan;  12,000  each  in  Tagalog,  Ilocano, 
Panayan;  6,000  each  in  Pampangan,  Pangasinan,  Sama- 
reno,  Bicol. 

Testaments:  12,000  in  Panayan,  8,900  in  Pangasinan  and 
Samareno,  8,600  in  Pampangan,  8,000  each  in  Tagalog, 
Ilocano,  Cebuan,  7,600  in  Bicol. 

Languages  Involved: 

Whole  Bibles,  Testaments,  and  Gospels:  Tagalog,  Ilocano, 
Cebuan,  Panayan,  Bicol,  Pampangan,  Pangasinan, 
Samareno. 

Testaments  and  Gospels:  Ibanag. 

Gospels:  Bontoc  Igorot,  Ifugao,  Maranaw  Moro,  Joloano, 
Subanun,  Maguindanao,  Cuyono,  Manobo,  Zambali. 


The  Program  of  Advance  for 

The  Philippines 

Total  Distribution  Objective: 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles  . 

26,000 

20,000 

18,000 

20,000 

22,000 

Testaments 

26,000 

20,000 

18,000 

20,000 

22,000 

Portions 

100,000 

200,000 

200,000 

250,000 

250,000 

Current  Budget  Expenditure:  (1948) 

.  $  24,000 

$  24,000 

$  24,000 

$  24,000 

$  24,000 

Advance  Proposed 

23,310 

44,690 

37,795 

61,440 

72,205 

Total  Five-Year  Program 

.  $  47,310 

$  68,690 

$  61,795 

$  85,440 

$  96,205 

Of  this  advance  the  estimates  for  translation, 

revision  and  new  plates  required  are 

$  6,395 

$  10,900 

$  20,100 

$  35,090 

$  23,350 

Siam 

New  Open  Doors 


FLOORS  are  opening  to  Christianity  in  Siam  which 
' *  have  never  been  open  before.  Sensitive  to  the 
democratic  ferments  of  our  time  and  struggling  for 
their  effective  expression,  receptive  to  influences  from 
America,  this  nation  of  16,000,000  people  is  in  process 
of  crystallizing  the  lines  of  its  future  growth.  This  is 
Christianity’s  opportunity  if  it  will  make  use  of  it. 
The  national  churches’  leadership  is  insufficient  in 
numbers  and  training.  The  proportion  of  Christians 
in  the  population  is  small.  But  the  government  is 
emphasizing  education;  literacy  is  making  marked 
advances.  The  scarcity  and  expensiveness  of  good  lit¬ 
erature  makes  Scripture  distribution  welcome. 


Major  undertakings  are  required  from  the  Bible 
Society.  Enlarged  Scripture  production  is  necessary, 
yet  costs  of  production  are  about  three  times  pre-war 
costs.  New  colporteurs  must  be  found  and  trained.  Re¬ 
vision  of  the  Old  Testament  must  be  carried  to  com¬ 
pletion  and  new  plates  made  for  it  and  for  the  New 
Testament.  New  measures  of  distribution  must  be 
undertaken. 

The  economic  condition  of  the  people  make  it 
necessary  that  prices  be  quite  below  the  cost  of  pro¬ 
duction  although  it  is  planned  to  increase  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  cost  borne  by  the  purchaser  above  the  pre-war 
proportion.  It  should  also  be  noted  that  the  Siamese 
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language  and  orthography  makes  whole  Bibles  ex¬ 
traordinarily  expensive  by  their  length  and  size,  the 
smallest  practicable  Bible  requiring  1,580  pages,  IV2 
by  47/s  inches,  about  2V2  inches  thick. 


Population:  16,000,000 

Per  cent  literate:  60-65%  (1941) 

Christian  Community:  69,227 

Largest  Prewar  Distribution  Bibles  Testaments  Gospels 

(1930)  .  141  155  613,163 

Distribution  in  1947 .  383  480  109,814 


The 

Program  of  Advance  for  Siam 

Total  Distribution  Objective: 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles  . 

.  300 

350 

375 

400 

425 

Testaments  . 

.  550 

600 

650 

700 

800 

Gospels,  etc.  . 

.  200,000 

250,000 

300,000 

350,000 

400,000 

Current  Appropriation  (1948)  . 

.  $12,000 

$12,000 

$12,000 

$12,000 

$12,000 

Advance  Proposed  . 

.  7,505 

9,546 

9,264 

11,604 

13,607 

Total  Five-Year  Program 

.  $19,505 

$21,546 

$21,264 

$23,604 

$25,607 

Netherlands  Indies 


THIS  area  was  until  the  war  a  joint  work  of  the 
British,  Scottish,  and  Dutch  Societies  with  the 
latter  carrying  the  central  responsibility;  during  the 
war  the  ABS  acted  in  behalf  of  all.  The  multiplicity 
of  languages  makes  the  operations  more  expensive 
than  in  some  areas.  The  present  confused  economic 
and  political  situation  makes  it  unclear  how  far  and 
how  rapidly  missionary  advance  will  take  place,  but 


there  are  here  seventy-two  millions  of  people  and 
among  them  important  church  groups  numbering 
hundreds  of  thousands.  The  other  Societies  can  un¬ 
doubtedly  carry  the  work  adequately  if  they  could 
release  their  resources.  The  function  of  the  American 
Bible  Society  is  primarily  to  assist  on  a  provisional 
basis  with  raw  materials  which  may  be  in  short  supply. 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Present  appropriation  . 

.  $  1,500 

$  1,500 

$  1,500 

$  1,500 

$1  ,500 

Raw  materials,  etc.  . 

20,000 

13,500 

10,500 

7,500 

1,500 

Total  Five-Year  Program 

.  $21,500 

$15,000 

$12,000 

$  9,000 

$  3,000 
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Other  Southeast  Asia  Areas 


f  I  *HE  American  Bible  Society’s  responsibility  in 
"Southeast  Asia”  includes  Siam,  the  Philippine 
Islands,  and  certain  Pacific  Islands.  The  British,  Scot¬ 
tish,  and  Dutch  Societies  carry  other  parts  of  the  area. 

There  are,  however,  the  following  elements  of  work 
not  listed  elsewhere  in  the  Program  of  Advance  which 
should  be  included  here. 

I.  Burma  Reconstruction. 

The  extensive  damage  done  to  the  whole  publica¬ 
tion  operations  of  the  BFBS  in  Burma  is  so  great  and 
the  American  missionary  interest  in  Burma  is  so  strong 
that  Americans  will  wish  to  have  a  share  in  the  recon¬ 
struction  for  this  land  of  multiplied  languages  and 
new  freedom.  The  proposal  is  for  $10,000  for  each  of 
two  years. 


1949 

1950 

Advance:  Reconstruction 

(non-recurring)  . 

.  $10,000 

$10,000 

II.  Overlapping  languages  in  Southeast  Asia 

There  are  a  number  of  important  tribal  languages 
which  overlap  the  borders  of  Burma,  Siam,  China,  and 
French  Indo-China.  A  cooperative  program  of  transla¬ 
tion  and  production  by  the  Societies  at  work  has  been 
forecast  for  several  years  and  should  shortly  be  under¬ 
taken.  The  estimated  share  of  the  ABS  in  such  a  pro¬ 
gram  is  $4,000  a  year. 


Translation  and  publication  for 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

border  tribes: 

$4,000 

$4,000 

$4,000 

$4,000 

$4,000 

III.  Pacific  Islands 

The  ABS  is  the  publisher  of  the  Scriptures  for  the 
Gilbert  Islands,  the  Marshall  Islands,  Nauru,  Mortlock, 
Truk,  and  Guam  and  has  manuscripts  in  hand  for 
Palau  and  Nukuor.  The  American  political  responsi¬ 
bility  for  some  of  these  islands  is  bringing  the  proba¬ 


bilities  of  revision  of  orthographies,  revision  of  texts 
and  therefore  new  plates  and  new  printings.  The  Gil- 
bertese  Bible  is  also  being  revised.  These  will  call  for 
sums  for  translation  work,  composition,  plates,  and 
printing.  The  returns  from  sales  are  relatively  high 
but  cover  less  than  actual  printing  and  binding. 


1949  1950  1951  1952  1953 

Present  Budget  (1948)  .  $  5,000  $  5,000  $  5,000  $  5,000  $  5,000 

Advance  .  5,000  10,000  10,000  10,000  10,000 

Total  Program  .  $10,000  $15,000  $15,000  $15,000  $15,000 
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India,  Ceylon,  and  Pakistan 


THE  major  responsibility  for  the  work  in  India, 
Ceylon,  and  Pakistan  is  that  of  the  Bible  Society  of 
India  and  Ceylon,  recently  established,  which  draws  its 
principal  support  from  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society  which  has  carried  on  the  work  there  for  long 
years.  The  American  Bible  Society’s  annual  grant  is 
made  to  the  Bible  Society  of  India  and  Ceylon  in  token 
of  American  mission  interest  in  India  and  as  a  symbol 
of  larger  aid  should  that  be  called  for  and  be  possible. 
This  aid  is  particularly  needed  during  the  shortages 
of  paper  and  other  materials.  There  will  undoubtedly 
be  occasion  for  a  much  larger  expansion  of  work  as  the 
postwar  situation  and  the  political  situation  clarify. 
The  extensive  linguistic  problems,  the  great  popula¬ 
tions,  the  rising  tide  of  literacy  are  sure  to  require 
great  advance  in  due  time. 

It  is  becoming  apparent  that  printing  facilities  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Christian  forces  are  entirely  inade¬ 
quate  for  the  great  volume  of  work  which  needs  to  be 


done.  Additional  high  grade  presses  and  folders  and 
the  training  of  new  expert  staff  are  required. 

Population:  India  and  Pakistan:  389,000,000 

Ceylon:  5,922,000 

Literacy:  18% 

Christian  Community:  India  and  Pakistan:  6,316,000 

Ceylon:  532,000 

Bibles  Testaments  Portions 

Largest  prewar  circulation: 


( 1939)  . 1,338,424  copies  of  all  Scriptures 

Circulation  (1947)  .  25,332  42,240  784,017 


Languages  with  Scriptures: 

24  with  whole  Bible; 

39  additional  with  New  Testament; 

60  additional  with  a  Gospel  or  Gospels,  etc. 

The  estimated  need  in  1949  is  28,300  65,800  1,739,000 

Assistance  in  the  provision  of  raw  materials  for 
printing  in  India  and  partial  subsidy  for  the  B.S.I.C., 
and  new  machinery,  constitute  the  American  Bible 
Society’s  program. 


The  Program  of  Advance  for  India 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Materials 

15,000 

15,000 

15,000 

— 

— 

Increased  funds 

.  — 

— 

— 

10,000 

10,000 

Machinery,  etc. 

.  — 

100,000 

— 

— 

— 

Advance  Program 

.  15,000 

115,000 

15,000 

10,000 

10,000 

Current  Grant  (1948) 

.  7,500 

7,500 

7,500 

7,500 

7,500 

Total  Five-Year  Program 

.  22,500 

122,500 

22,500 

17,500 

17,500 

Turkey 


OVERWHELMINGLY  secular  and  Moslem,  Turkey 
is  asserting  a  sturdy  national  life  in  which  govern¬ 
ment  fear  of  religious  agitation  has  for  many  years 
required  a  severe  secularism  and  the  suppression  of 
religious  activity.  There  are  signs  that  this  severity 
may  be  relaxing.  Colportage  is,  however,  still  difficult 
except  in  Istanbul.  The  small  number  of  missionaries 
and  the  limited  channels  of  circulation  restrict  dis¬ 
tribution  greatly.  Yet  the  store  in  Istanbul  and  news¬ 
paper  advertising  bring  a  steady  rill  of  issues.  The 
Christian  mission  must  keep  pressure  on  the  flinty 
rock  until  the  waters  flow  for  the  thirsty  multitude. 

The  policy  of  secularism  maintained  for  the  past  25 
years  and  enforced  at  times  with  severity,  is  now  feel¬ 
ing  the  return  swing  of  the  pendulum.  Religious  edu¬ 
cation  with  voluntary  attendance  will  almost  certainly 


be  introduced  in  the  primary  school  program,  and 
opportunities  made  for  religious  education  through 
to  University  graduation.  Turkey  is  carrying  through 
a  plan  of  2,000  new  schools  a  year  for  five  years.  This 
will  greatly  increase  literacy,  with  a  corresponding 
increase  in  the  Bible  Society’s  potential  market.  Turks 
like  to  think  of  their  country  as  the  locomotive  of  the 
Near  Eastern  train,  with  the  other  countries  rattling 
along  in  involuntary  pursuit.  While  the  simile  is 
flattering  to  the  national  ego,  it  contains  a  degree  of 
truth.  Examples  and  influences  of  purely  local  signifi¬ 
cance  are,  in  fact,  copied  and  felt  far  beyond  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  Republic.  Turkey  is  a  land  of  strategic 
importance  for  world  missions. 

The  work  here  is  a  joint  work  of  the  British  and 
American  Societies.  The  Turkish  Bible,  skillfully 
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translated  and  issued  in  1941,  has  been  reviewed  again 
for  consistency  in  spelling  and  perfection  of  text.  Pro¬ 
vision  must  be  made  for  new  plates  and  publication, 
while  the  issuance  of  lesser  portions  is  maintained. 
Colportage  should  be  increased  and  training  given 
and,  if  possible,  a  bookshop  opened  in  Ankara. 

Population:  19,000,000  (1935) 

Christian  Community:  226,167  or  1.4%  of  total 
population  (1935) 


Literacy:  16%  (1935) 

Languages:  Turkish;  also  Kurdish,  Arabic,  Greek, 
Spanish,  Armenian 


Largest  prewar 
circulation  — 

Bibles 

T  estaments 

Portions 

Total 

(1932)  BFBS 

..  1,005 

2,233 

16,123 

19,361 

(1931)  ABS 

1940  Circulation  — 

750 

616 

8,034 

9,400 

BFBS  and  ABS 

513 

834 

5,827 

7,174 

1947  Circulation 

403 

1,359 

6,707 

8,469 

The  Program  of  Advance  for  Turkey 

Total  Distribution  Objective: 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles 

524 

645 

7  66 

887 

1,008 

Testaments 

1,766 

2,173 

2,580 

2,987 

3,394 

Gospels 

8,719 

10,731 

12,743 

14,755 

16,767 

Total  Present  Budget  ( 1948 )  two  Societies 

$  6,600 

$  6,600 

$  6,600 

$  6,600 

$  6,600 

Advance  proposed 

11,392 

4,557 

5,924 

6,043 

7,662 

Total  Five-Year  Program 

$17,992 

$11,157 

$12,524 

$12,643 

$14,262 

ABS  Budget,  1948 

$  3,480 

$  3,480 

$  3,480 

$  3,480 

$  3,480 

ABS  Advance  . 

5,516 

2,100 

2,282 

2,840 

3,700 

ABS  Total  Five-Year  Program 

$  8,996 

$  5,580 

$  5,762 

$  6,320 

$  7,180 

Syria  and  Lebanon 


THESE  Arabic-speaking  neighbors  differ  in  that 
Syria  is  predominantly  Moslem,  while  the  smaller 
Lebanon  has  a  slight  majority  of  Christians.  The  Chris¬ 
tian  community  in  both  contains  the  Oriental  churches 
and  evangelicals.  The  circulation  of  the  Scriptures  has 
been  steadily  growing  and  could  be  increased  by  more 
intensive  colportage,  unless  the  critical  political  agita¬ 
tions  of  the  time  increase  fanatic  Moslem  hostility  to 
Christianity  or  to  the  work  of  Western  missions.  These, 
like  the  other  Moslem  Near  Eastern  countries,  are  lands 
where  no  phenomenal  increase  in  Scripture  circula¬ 
tion  can  be  expected,  but  patient,  steady  sowing  of  the 
seed  will  have  its  certain  harvest  as  years  go  on.  If 
literacy  campaigns  can  be  satisfactorily  established,  the 
pace  of  circulation  is  likely  to  increase.  It  is  in  Leba¬ 
non  and  Egypt  that  the  principal  production  of  Arabic 
Scriptures  takes  place. 

Both  countries,  the  Lebanon  in  particular,  are  be¬ 
ginning  to  taste  the  delicious  first-fruits  of  the  Oil  Age. 
The  Lebanon  is  to  have  a  second  large  refinery  at  the 
end  of  the  pipe-line  in  the  south,  to  match  that  of 
Tripoli  in  the  north.  This  little  country  promises  to 
become  a  center  of  American  commercial  and  political 
influence,  as  it  has  been  for  years  a  center  of  American 
education.  The  impact  of  these  new  forces  is  bound 
to  be  beneficial  in  some  ways,  injurious  in  others.  And 
as  Beirut  is  one  of  the  most  important  centers  of  the 


intellectual  life  of  the  Arabic-speaking  world,  this 
good  and  bad  will  have  wide  repercussions.  A  strong 
Bible  work  in  this  area,  as  an  additional  expression  of 
the  spirit  of  the  West,  must  parallel  the  increase  of 
Western  secular  influences. 

Production  in  this  area  is  not  yet  satisfactory  in 
quality  or  extent  though  some  improvement  has  lately 
been  noted.  Provision  should  be  made  for  assistance 
in  further  improvement.  Five  additional  colporteurs 
should  be  added  to  the  present  seven,  and  specialized 
training  provided  for  colporteur  supervision.  A  "Bible 
Van”  for  motorized  colportage  should  be  secured  and 
based  in  this  area  with  provision  for  periodic  use  in 
Iraq,  Palestine,  Transjordan,  and  Egypt.  In  addition 
to  the  bookshop  in  Beirut,  small  colportage  bookshops 
should  be  established  in  Damascus  and  Aleppo  for 
more  secure  rootage  of  the  work  in  these  important 
centers.  The  work  here  is  a  joint  work  of  the  ABS 
and  BFBS. 

Population: 

Syria  2,860,411  (1943)  plus  about  400,000  Beduin. 

Lebanon  1,126,601  (1944) 

Total  3,987,012 

Christian  Community: 

Syria  403,036  (1943) 

Lebanon  595,430 

Total  998,466 
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Literacy: 

Lebanon:  over  40%  among  men; 

under  20%  among  women 

Syria:  considerably  less 

Languages: 

Principal:  Arabic;  though  French  largely  used. 


Largest  prewar 
circulation  — 

Bibles 

T est  aments 

Gospels 

Total 

(1939)  BFBS  . 

.  987 

1,125 

14,352 

16,464 

(1939)  ABS  . 

..  1,443 

1,493 

24,519 

27,455 

Circulation  —  1947 

..  3,167 

3,415 

25,409 

31,991 

The  Program 

of  Advance  for  Syria  and  Lebanon 

Total  Distribution  Objective: 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles . 

.  3,390 

3,519 

3,740 

3,960 

4,190 

Testaments  . 

.  4,750 

5,060 

5,370 

5,680 

6,000 

Portions . 

.  35,340 

37,650 

40,000 

41,000 

42,000 

Total  Budget,  two  Societies  (1948)  . 

.  $20,200 

$20,200 

$20,200 

$20,200 

$20,200 

Advance  proposed  . 

.  13,105 

12,340 

13,393 

15,715 

17,341 

Total  Five-Year  Program  . 

.  $33,305 

$32,540 

$33,593 

$35,915 

$37,541 

ABS  Budget  —  1948  . 

.  $10,100 

$10,100 

$10,100 

$10,100 

$10,100 

ABS  Share  of  Advance  . 

.  6,552 

6,170 

6,696 

7,857 

8,670 

ABS  Total  Five-Year  Program 

.  $16,652 

$16,270 

$16,796 

$17,957 

$18,770 

THIS  overwhelmingly  Moslem  land,  with  a  few  rem¬ 
nants  of  ancient  Christian  churches  and  a  tiny 
evangelical  group,  is  feeling  the  pulse  of  the  great 
issues  of  Arab -Jewish,  Moslem -Christian,  Russian  - 
American-British  relationships.  If  the  proposals  for 
great  irrigation  works  can  be  fulfilled,  the  land  will 
know  a  vast  agricultural  prosperity  and  new  indus¬ 
trialism  with  a  physical  redemption  of  the  land  of  Ur 
and  Babylon.  But  the  Christian  faith,  spreading  as  a 
leaven  in  the  land,  must  accomplish  a  spiritual  redemp¬ 
tion  if  a  future  prosperity  is  not  to  be  a  source  of 
bitterness  and  international  jealousy.  Scripture  distri¬ 
bution  here  requires  faith  and  courage,  for  fanaticism 
flares  swiftly,  but  it  can  be  done  when  Christian  love 
and  tact  guide  it. 

The  major  need  of  the  Bible  work  is  for  a  skilled 
leadership  which  can  train  and  direct  a  colportage 
staff,  and  with  intimate  alertness  to  the  situation  keep 
the  work  going  as  steadily  as  possible  through  adver¬ 


sity  and  prosperity  alike.  The  part-time  sub-agent 
should  be  replaced  by  a  full-time  sub-agent.  The 
Baghdad  shop  should  be  transferred  to  a  main  thor¬ 
oughfare.  The  ABS  and  BFBS  work  jointly  here. 

Population:  about  4,500,000 
Christian  Community:  Assyrians  30,000 

Others  60,000 
Literacy:  not  more  than  10% 

Languages:  Arabic  and  Kurdish  predominant 


Largest  prewar 
circulation  — 

Bibles 

T  est  aments 

Portions 

Total 

(1937)  ABS  . 

16 

44 

291 

351 

(1937)  BFBS  . 

...  1,361 

1,456 

16,699 

19,516 

Circulation  (1939) 

ABS  and  BFBS  ... 

...  1,059 

1,208 

15,399 

17,666 

Circulation  (1947) 

Total  . 

...  502 

732 

10,112 

11,346 
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The  Program  of  Advance  for  Iraq 

Total  Distribution  Objective; 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles . 

600 

750 

800 

900 

1,000 

Testaments  . 

825 

900 

950 

1,100 

1,300 

Portions 

.  13,575 

18,350 

22,250 

25,000 

27,700 

Total  Budget  (1948),  two  Societies 

.  $  6,000 

$  6,000 

$  6,000 

$  6,000 

$  6,000 

Advance  proposed 

6,701 

5,539 

6,924 

8,508 

7,122 

Total  Five-Year  Program  . 

.  $12,701 

$11,539 

$12,924 

$14,508 

$13,122 

ABS  Budget  —  1948  . 

.  $  1,760 

$  1,760 

$  1,760 

$  1,760 

$  1,760 

ABS  Share  of  Advance  . 

1,415 

1,125 

1,471 

1,867 

1,470 

Total  ABS  Five-Year  Program  . 

.  $  3,175 

$  2,885 

$  3,231 

$  3,627 

$  3,230 

Palestine  and  Transjordan 


THE  political  situation  in  Palestine  and  Transjordan 
with  its  prevailing  unrest  and  general  disorder 
makes  any  program  of  advance  a  matter  of  conjecture. 
Mission  institutions  are  closing  down  and  among 
others,  both  Arab  and  Hebrew  Christians  are  fleeing 
from  the  danger  areas.  The  extensive  work  of  selling 
Scriptures  from  the  Jerusalem  depot  during  the  past 
years  to  members  of  the  Armed  Forces  and  tourists  will 
not  soon  be  repeated.  Colportage  is  extremely  limited 
through  restrictions  placed  upon  people  and  districts. 
Until  some  stable  future  is  planned  and  made  possible 
for  Palestine,  Bible  distribution  must  remain  haphaz¬ 
ard  and  incapable  of  estimation. 

This,  however,  does  not  detract  from  the  fact  that 
the  Scriptures  are  required  as  a  means  of  hope  and 
peace  to  individual  troubled  minds.  Many  persons  in 
Palestine  are  desirous  of  possessing  the  Word  of  God 
and  much  could  be  done  in  greater  distribution  were 
conditions  conducive  to  such  work. 

Possible  expansion  might  be  made  in  Transjordan 
in  the  next  few  years  as  very  little  is  being  accom¬ 
plished  in  that  area. 

As  soon  as  stability  returns  to  Palestine  and  mis¬ 


sions  recommence  former  activities,  and  when  removal 
of  restrictions  allows  for  normal  colportage,  needs  for 
Scriptures  will  be  extensive.  One  can  only  build  up 
stocks  in  a  safe  locality  for  this  eventuality.  Since 
Hebrew  Scripture  demands  have  always  exceeded  sup¬ 
plies,  much  can  be  done  to  remedy  this  particular  sit¬ 
uation. 

Work  in  Transjordan  can  be  increased  through  mis¬ 
sions,  working  through  hospitals  and  schools.  As  in 
Egypt,  much  can  be  accomplished  by  organized  distri¬ 
bution  to  hospital  patients  and  through  school  chil¬ 
dren  to  the  homes.  An  appointment  of  a  colporteur  at 
Amman  would  help  to  consolidate  the  possibility  of 
expansion.  The  work  in  Palestine  and  Transjordan  is 
carried  on  by  both  BFBS  and  ABS  jointly,  the  former 
taking  the  larger  share. 

Population:  Palestine  —  estimated  at  1,740,000  persons 
(Moslems  1,060,000;  Jews  530,000;  Christians  135,000; 
other  religions  15,000). 

Transjordan  —  estimated  at  310,000  (280,000  are 
Moslems  and  30,000  Arab  Christians). 

Largest  circulation  (1940),  Bibles  Testaments  Portions 

(Joint  ABS  and  BFBS)  .  12,565  8,842  19,341 

Circulation,  1947  .  2,679  2,142  8,012 


The  Program  of  Advance  for  Palestine  and  Transjordan 


Total  Distribution  Objective: 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles . 

3,000 

5,000 

7,500 

10,000 

12,500 

Testaments  . 

2,200 

3,800 

5,500 

7,000 

8,800 

Portions . 

8,000 

11,000 

14,000 

17,000 

20,000 

Total  Current  Budget  (1948),  two  Societies  ... 

.  $  8,000 

$ 

8,000 

$ 

8,000 

$  8,000 

$  8,000 

Advance  proposed 

2,550 

1,050 

1,050 

1,050 

1,050 

Total  Five-Year  Program  . 

.  $10,550 

$ 

9,050 

$ 

9,050 

$  9,050 

$  9,050 

ABS  Share  Present  Budget  . 

.  $  600 

$ 

600 

$ 

600 

$  600 

$  600 

ABS  Share  Program  of  Advance  . 

1,275 

525 

525 

525 

525 

ABS  Five-Year  Program 

.  $  1,875 

$ 

1,125 

$ 

1,125 

$  1,125 

$  1,125 
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Egypt 

While  There  Is  Opportunity 


/CONDITIONS  in  Egypt,  both  political  and  social, 
with  the  present-day  opposition  to  certain  phases 
of  missionary  endeavor,  have  presented  to  all  missions 
a  definite  challenge.  The  Bible  Society  finds  that  there 
is  both  a  great  need  and  opportunity  for  wider  Scrip¬ 
ture  distribution:  through  mission  schools,  among 
hospital  patients,  and  in  village  evangelism. 

The  Egyptian  government  has  decreed  (but  as  yet 
it  is  not  law),  that  no  child  is  to  be  taught  a  religion 
other  than  his  own,  even  if  the  parent  or  guardian 
gives  his  consent,  and  that  Islam  must  be  taught  to 
Muslim  pupils  in  all  schools.  The  immediate  reaction 
to  this  is  twofold —  (a)  objectively,  the  promotion  of 
Bible  use,  and  (b)  subjectively,  the  closing  of  certain 
schools  and  a  new  emphasis  placed  upon  village  evan¬ 
gelism.  In  Upper  Egypt  particularly,  where  Islam  is 
less  strong,  mission  schools  and  colleges  are  concen¬ 
trating  on  teachers’  conferences  and  Bible  study  groups 
which  are  creating  a  greater  desire  for  the  Word  of 
God.  Many  pastors  and  teachers  are  insistent  that  each 
child  shall  have  his  or  her  own  copy  of  the  Scriptures 
while  the  opportunity  is  present.  To  fulfil  this  demand 
will  mean  a  greater  production  than  hitherto. 

Many  people  prefer  mission  hospitals  to  state  insti¬ 
tutions.  Two  missions  are  building  and  opening  up 
new  hospitals  this  year.  Among  workers  in  hospitals 
there  is  a  growing  "Scripture  distribution  conscious¬ 
ness”  as  the  best  means  of  making  contacts  with  pa¬ 
tients,  and  as  this  continues  circulation  in  Scripture 
portions  will  definitely  be  on  the  increase.  A  wide  and 
numerous  selection  of  Portions  must  be  available  for 
this  work. 

The  largest  opportunity  for  expansion  is  offered  by 
the  new  concentration  on  village  evangelism.  Most 
missions  are  already  at  work  teaching  in  villages  un¬ 
opposed  by  any  authority.  One  of  the  incentives  is  the 
Laubach  Literacy  Campaign.  Supported  by  the  King 
of  Egypt,  the  campaign  made  a  good  start  a  year  ago 
and  since  has  made  marked  progress.  While  the  gov¬ 
ernment  regards  the  movement  as  social  progress, 
missions  are  finding  many  openings  for  spiritual  work 
through  literacy.  In  certain  sections  of  the  country 
numbers  have  learned  to  read  the  primer  and  books 
in  the  simple  basic  language,  and  the  day  for  the 


reading  of  the  Gospels  in  the  classical  language  is 
not  far  distant.  To  rise  with  this  opportunity  the  Bible 
Society  must  have  available  the  Scriptures  for  people 
to  read. 

Since  the  early  war  years  stocks  have  reached  a 
lamentably  low  level,  and  while  books  have  been 
added  in  fair  quantities,  they  have  been  sold  on  arri¬ 
val,  with  the  result  that  stocks  have  not  been  built  up. 
The  demand  for  Arabic  Scriptures  at  the  moment  is 
tremendous. 

The  other  means  of  Scripture  distribution  —  col- 
portage,  which  in  reality  is  the  backbone  of  our  work — 
has  not  been  as  effective  as  one  would  wish  in  these 
recent  years.  Again,  paucity  of  Scriptures  has  limited 
much  of  what  might  have  been  accomplished.  More 
men  and  more  Scriptures  is  the  crying  need  of  Upper 
Egypt.  Colporteurs  often  ask  for  certain  varieties  of 
books,  such  as  a  pocket  Arabic  New  Testament,  by  the 
younger  men,  and  while  more  volumes  are  needed, 
so  also  is  the  demand  for  more  varieties.  Provided  that 
Scriptures  are  forthcoming  three  men  (at  least)  could 
be  used  to  advantage  in  Upper  Egypt. 

With  a  possibility  of  future  opposition  to  the  free¬ 
dom  of  Christian  work  throughout  the  land  the 
incentive  for  expansion  today  is  "While  we  have 
opportunity”. 

Population:  15,904,535 

Christians:  1,181,910,  of  whom  66,080  are  Protestants,  116,000 
Latins  and  Uniats,  and  999,830  members  of  the  Coptic 
and  Greek  Orthodox  Churches.  The  remainder  are 
Moslem. 

Literacy:  estimated  at  15%  of  the  people.  The  "fellaheen” 
are  completely  illiterate  and  consist  of  the  majority  of 
the  people.  Literacy  well  established  among  non-Moslem 
inhabitants. 


Language:  Arabic.  Secondary  languages:  French,  English, 
Italian,  Greek,  Armenian,  Turkish. 


Bibles  Testaments  Portions 

Total 

Largest  Circulation  (1938) 
(BFBS  &  ABS)  . 

8,862 

13,724 

135,942 

158,528 

Circulation  in  1947 

(BFBS  &  ABS) 

5,249 

5,579 

54,519 

65,347 
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The  Program  of  Advance  in  Egypt 

Total  Distribution  Objective: 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles  . 

7,000 

7,500 

8,500 

8,500 

9,000 

Testaments 

9,000 

10,000 

11,000 

11,500 

12,000 

Portions  . 

70,000 

80,000 

90,000 

110,000 

129,000 

86,000 

97,500 

109,000 

130,000 

150,000 

Total  Present  Budget  (two  Societies) 

$  30,280 

$  30,280 

$  30,280 

$  30,280 

$  30,280 

Advance  proposed 

5,630 

6,770 

7,770 

8,410 

11,010 

Total  Five-Year  Program 

$35,910 

$37,050 

$38,050 

$38,690 

$41,290 

ABS  Budget  (1948) 

$14,000 

$14,000 

$14,000 

$14,000 

$14,000 

ABS  Share  of  Advance 

4,000 

4,000 

4,000 

4,205 

5,505 

ABS  Total  Five-Year  Program 

$  18,000 

$  18,000 

$  18,000 

$  18,205 

$  19,505 

The  Sudan 


rT"'HE  Anglo-Egyptian  Sudan  may  be  divided  into 
■*"  two  fields.  The  North  is  extremely  difficult  for 
mission  expansion,  being  essentially  nationalistic  and 
strongly  Moslem.  The  South  is  a  very  fruitful  area 
and  offers  a  special  opportunity  for  Christian  witness 
for  years  to  come.  Scriptures  are  constantly  being 
translated  into  the  vernaculars  of  the  Southern  Suda¬ 
nese  tribes  and  with  a  growing  church  there  is  an 
ever  increasing  demand  for  the  Word  of  God.  At  the 
moment  the  English  language  is  the  "lingua  franca” 
of  the  South. 


Population:  6,342,477.  Islam  strong  in  the  North,  pagan¬ 
ism  dominates  in  the  South.  Christianity  gaining 
strength  consistently  in  the  South. 

Languages:  Arabic,  English,  Bari,  Dinka,  Moru,  Nuer, 
Shilluk,  Zande  and  their  dialects. 

Bibles  Testaments  Gospels  Total 

Largest  Circulation  (1946) 

(BFBS  &  ABS)  .  484  603  36,385  37,472 

Circulation,  1947  .  55  47  723  825 


The  Program  of  Advance  for  The  Sudan 

Total  distribution  objective: 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles 

.  500 

675 

750 

875 

1,000 

Testaments 

700 

825 

950 

1,100 

1,200 

Portions 

.  45,000 

46,500 

47,500 

49,000 

50,000 

Total  1948  Budget 

.  $  3,540 

$  3,540 

$  3,540 

$  3,540 

$  3,540 

Advance  proposed 

.  2,950 

1,750 

1,850 

2,250 

2,850 

Total  Five-Year  Program 

.  $  6,490 

$  4,290 

$  5,390 

$  5,790 

$  6,390 

ABS  Current  Budget 

.  $  500 

$  500 

$  500 

$  500 

$  500 

ABS  Share  of  Advance 

.  1,475 

875 

925 

1,125 

1,425 

ABS  Five-Year  Program 

.  $  1,975 

$  1,375 

$  1,425 

$  1,625 

$  1,925 
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Africa 

Continent  of  the  Future 


THE  stirring  life  of  Africa,  with  millions  of  people 
rising  into  contact  with  a  changing  civilization 
that  brings  profound  alteration  in  the  old  ways  of 
thinking  and  doing  and  living  together,  requires  the 
fullest  possible  absorption  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  for 
stability,  for  true  spiritual  progress,  and  for  the  eternal 
testing  of  the  soul. 

There  is  greatly  increased  demand  for  Scriptures 
and  great  opportunities  for  their  use  as  literacy  and 
education  advance.  For  some  areas  consolidation  of  or 
selection  among  dialects  is  indicated;  for  others  new 
translation  —  even  reduction  to  written  form  —  is  re¬ 


quired.  In  many  instances  older  translations  urgently 
require  revision.  In  all  this  work  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  carries  the  principal  responsi¬ 
bility  but  would  welcome  an  enlarged  sharing  by  the 
American  Bible  Society.  The  latter,  however,  cannot 
undertake  any  considerable  new  responsibility  in 
Africa  until  it  has  more  nearly  met  the  obligations  it 
already  has  to  other  fields.  The  program  presented 
below  represents  advances  which  are  proportional  to 
the  general  advance  proposed  and  are  for  American 
Bible  Society  work  only.  The  location  of  items  by 
amounts  and  years  is  approximate. 


The  Program  of  Advance  for  Africa 

- 

A. 

Production  required  from  existing 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

plates,  etc.,  in  fourteen  languages: 

Bibles  . 

....  32,000 

_ 

15,000 

_ 

20,000 

Testaments  . 

21,000 

8,000 

16,200 

11,000 

8,000 

Gospels,  etc . 

10,000 

3,000 

40,000 

12,000 

— 

Estimated  Cost  . 

....  $  54,200 

$  9,350 

$  39,340 

$  13,700 

$  28,600 

B. 

Languages  requiring  new  texts  and 
and  plates  (7  or  more)  and  print¬ 
ing  of  texts.  Cost  . 

12,000 

21,150 

60,500 

29,500 

62,500 

C. 

Printing  machinery  and  supplies  . 

50,000 

40,000 

30,000 

20,000 

10,000 

Total  Program  . 

....  $116,200 

$  80,850 

$129,340 

$  63,200 

$101,100 

Current  Appropriation  and  Returns 

43,000 

43,000 

45,000 

47,000 

48,000 

Advance  proposed 

....  $  73,200 

$  37,850 

$  84,340 

$  16,200 

$  53,100 

Europe 

Rebuilding  a  Civilization 


I  IKE  many  of  the  denominations  and  church  agen- 
'  cies  in  the  United  States  the  American  Bible 
Society  had  hoped  that  the  emergency  needs  of  the 
liberated  countries  in  Europe  would  be  sufficiently 
covered  by  the  "Post-war  Funds”  raised  between  the 
end  of  the  war  and  1948.  It  is  now  very  clear  that 
these  hopes  were  vain.  The  extent  of  destruction  and 
disorganization  of  life,  the  shortage  of  raw  materials, 
and  the  depth  of  suffering  and  need  require  —  just 
as  in  the  general  economic  situation  —  a  continuance 
and  increase  of  aid.  This  aid  can  be  in  some  respects 
less  costly  because  of  the  possibilities  of  production 
in  Europe  itself,  but  the  shortages  are  still  so  great 
that  Europe  cannot  produce,  even  with  raw  materials 
supplied  from  abroad,  sufficient  Scriptures  to  meet  the 
needs.  Not  yet  have  the  accumulated  losses  and  short¬ 


ages  of  the  war  years  in  Germany  been  overcome. 
Hardly  any  country  except  Sweden,  Denmark,  and 
Switzerland  is  able  to  produce  the  Scriptures  required 
for  their  own  people. 

If  the  European  churches  are  to  be  restored  to  the 
position  of  strength  which  they  must  have  to  provide 
the  foundations  for  the  spiritual  reconstruction  and 
all  that  that  means  to  the  world,  the  simple  elementary 
needs  for  Scriptures  must  be  met  in  far  larger  meas¬ 
ure  than  is  now  the  case. 

Production  cannot  all  be  done  in  Europe.  The  raw 
materials  supplied  by  the  American  Bible  Society  to 
German  Bible  publishers  up  to  the  end  of  1947  are 
enough  to  produce  700,000  Bibles  and  1,000,000  Testa¬ 
ments,  but  the  production  of  these  will  cover  a  period 
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of  eighteen  months  and  will  meet  less  than  one-third 
of  the  immediately  pending  need  in  Germany. 

The  American  Bible  Society’s  program  covers  these 
points: 

(a)  provision  of  Scriptures  and  raw  materials  to  areas 
of  need  hitherto  self-sustaining  until  they  are 
restored,  e.g.  Germany; 

(b)  similar  and  continuing  assistance  to  areas  not 
hitherto  self-sustaining  (e.g.,  France,  Belgium, 
Hungary,  Austria,  Poland,  etc. ) ; 


(c)  maintenance  and  strengthening  of  the  joint 
operations  of  BFBS  and  ABS  in  Greece  and 
Bulgaria; 

(d)  the  constant  sending  of  Russian  and  Ukrainian 
Scriptures  into  Russia  and  among  Russians  when¬ 
ever  opportunity  opens.  The  significance  of  this 
must  not  be  overlooked  although  publicity  con¬ 
cerning  it  might  easily  endanger  the  recurring 
opportunities. 


The  Program  of  Advance  for  Europe 


Germany 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Production  outside  Germany 

Bibles  . 

...  150,000 

200,000 

200,000 

100,000 

— 

Testaments  . 

...  300,000 

300,000 

200,000 

100,000 

— 

Gospels,  etc . 

...  300,000 

300,000 

200,000 

200,000 

200,000 

Cost  (with  transportation)  . 

...  $243,500 

$286,500 

$250,000 

$130,000 

$  3,000 

Raw  materials  for  production  in 

Germany  (including  transportation)  . 

...  239,225 

212,000 

200,000 

150,000 

100,000 

Machinery  (printing  and  folding) . 

27,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total:  Germany  . 

...  $509,725 

$498,500 

$450,000 

$280,000 

$103,000 

Belgium 

Assistance  to  new  Belgian  Bible  Society . 

4,000 

4,000 

4,000 

3,000 

2,000 

Aid  in  production  . 

17,000 

5,000 

10,000 

5,000 

10,000 

France 

Raw  materials  or  funds  for  publication . 

17,500 

17,500 

10,000 

17,500 

5,000 

Hungary 

Raw  Materials  (?)  . 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

7,000 

5,000 

Austria 

Raw  Materials  (?)  . 

2,500 

2,500 

2,500 

— 

— 

Russia  &  Other  Lands  using 

Russian  Scriptures*  . 

50,000 

20,000 

20,000 

20,000 

20,000 

Bulgaria 

Reopening  of  work  . 

8,000 

15,000 

10,000 

12,000 

12,000 

Greece 

ABS  Share  . 

6,000 

8,000 

8,000 

9,000 

10,000 

Less:  Current  Budget  . 

3,070 

3,070 

3,070 

3,070 

3,070 

2,930 

4,930 

4,930 

5,930 

6,930 

For  other  areas  as  need  may  arise  . 

...  45,000 

40,000 

25,000 

25,000 

25,000 

Total  Advance  . 

....  $666,655 

$617,430 

$546,430 

$375,430 

$188,930 

*  Should  channels  of  supply  to  Russia  open  up,  the  requirement  might  easily  be  upwards  of  $300,000  a  year. 
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West  Indies 


THE  large  evangelical  opportunities  and  the  enthu¬ 
siasm  of  evangelical  effort  in  the  islands  of  the  West 
Indies  are  often  underestimated,  yet  not  long  ago  and 
perhaps  even  now,  the  Sunday  School  movement  in 
Porto  Rico  was  more  vigorous  than  that  in  any  other 
Spanish  speaking  country.  The  constant  growth  of  evan¬ 
gelical  missions  and  demands  for  the  Scriptures  in  these 
islands  would  surprise  many.  Pressed  upon  by  the  liv¬ 
ing  standards  and  the  economic  basis  of  life  in  the 
United  States,  prices  remain  relatively  high  as  com¬ 
pared  with  wages. 

In  Haiti  conversions  are  multiplying  and  new  enthu¬ 
siasm  and  new  techniques  for  literacy  are  bound  to 
result  in  increasing  call  for  Scriptures  in  French  and 
Creole.  The  continued  progress  of  the  well  organized 
churches  in  Cuba  and  in  Porto  Rico  also  caused  steady 


increases  in  the  demand  for  Scriptures. 

The  major  problem  is  a  steady  increasing  supply  of 
Scriptures.  To  this  should  be  added  four  additional  col¬ 
porteurs  (two  in  Cuba;  one  each  in  Porto  Rico  and  the 
Dominican  Republic)  and  expenses  for  vigorous  pro¬ 
motional  campaigns. 


Population:  10,224,000 

Languages:  Spanish  in  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  Dominican  Republic; 
French  in  Haiti;  English  in  Virgin  Islands. 


Circulation  (1947): 

Bibles 

T  estaments 

Gospels,  etc, 

Cuba  . 

...  12,404 

15,976 

217,139 

Porto  Rico  . 

...  8,444 

15,039 

63,990 

Dominican  Republic  ... 

...  4,026 

5,250 

30,000 

Haiti  . 

503 

1,000 

38,000 

Virgin  Island  . 

301 

— 

— 

Total  . 

...  25,678 

37,265 

349,129 

The  Program  of  Advance  for  the  West  Indies 


Total  Distribution  Objective:  1949 

Bibles _  26,000 

Testaments  _  37,500 

Gospels,  etc .  350,000 

Present  ( 1948 )  Budget _  $25,700 

Advance  Proposed _  3,500 


Total  Five-Year  Program  $29,200 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

32,000 

38,000 

44,000 

50,000 

42,000 

47,500 

54,000 

60,000 

410,000 

470,000 

530,000 

600,000 

$25,700 

$25,700 

$25,700 

$25,700 

7,550 

11,700 

15,300 

20,560 

$33,250 

$37,400 

$41,000 

$46,260 

Mexico 


THE  national  campaign  towards  literacy  which  the 
Department  of  Education  has  been  carrying  on 
since  1944  is  giving  the  country  new  literates  by  the 
thousands  every  year.  This  notable  effort  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  is  becoming  a  great  and  challenging  opportunity 
for  a  greater  circulation  of  the  Word  of  God.  There  is 
an  increasing  interest  among  all  social  classes,  but  main¬ 
ly  among  the  middle  class,  in  moral  and  spiritual  mat¬ 
ters.  The  personal  contacts  and  approaches  with  the 
presentation  of  the  Scriptures  appeal  to  them  more 
easily  nowadays  than  in  many  years  past. 

There  is  a  steady  development  of  a  sense  of  respon¬ 
sibility  on  the  part  of  the  national  evangelical  Christian 
constituency  towards  a  wider  and  systematic  circulation 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  This  is  manifested  through  the 
personal  cooperation  of  the  pastors  and  Christian  work¬ 
ers  and  by  the  contributions  for  Bible  Society  work. 

The  Bible  is  still  an  unknown  book  to  the  majority 
of  the  people  of  this  country  in  spite  of  their  claim  of 
becoming  Christian.  The  prevailing  religious  preju¬ 
dices,  religious  fanaticism,  the  pagan  practices  of  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  Indians  of  52  different  tribes, 
the  many  superstitions,  alcoholism  and  many  other  vices, 
indifference,  and  other  sad  moral  situations  are  a  real 
challenge  for  a  prompt,  systematic  and  intensive  circula¬ 
tion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  all  over  the  country. 


There  is  needed  a  large  enough  supply  of  Scriptures 
in  the  different  formats  and  bindings  to  cover  the  actual 
demand.  There  is  a  great  demand  for  leather  bound 
Bibles  and  Testaments. 

We  need  more  colporteurs  to  cover  the  less  well 
worked  areas.  At  present  we  have  a  total  of  22.  Our  plan 
is  to  increase  the  number  to  40  during  the  five  year 
period.  Our  colporteurs  dedicate  all  of  their  time  to  the 
Bible  colportage  work.  They  are  also  given  an  addition¬ 
al  financial  aid  by  their  own  ecclesiastical  bodies  who 
recommend  them  to  the  Bible  Agency. 

We  need  more  correspondents  to  do  voluntary  work, 
and  we  are  trying  to  make  the  best  selection  possible  of 
them,  mainly  among  the  pastors  and  other  Christian 
workers. 

New  methods  and  special  drives  proposed  for  the 
intensification  of  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures: 

(a)  For  every  Christian  to  have  a  Bible  of  his  or  her 
own  with  the  definite  purpose  of  reading  it  and 
studying  it  daily;  the  children  should  have  at 
least  a  New  Testament. 

( b )  Every  local  church  encouraged  through  their  own 
pastors  to  carry  out  a  systematic  canvassing  of 
their  own  communities  with  the  Scriptures. 
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(c)  A  wider  and  more  frequent  publicity  of  the 
Scriptures  through  advertisements  in  the  daily 
papers,  magazines  and  over  the  radio  when  pos¬ 
sible. 

(d)  Literacy  aids:  Scripture  Reading  Sheets  by  the 
thousands  in  simple  Spanish  and  in  Indian  dia¬ 
lects  will  be  carefully  distributed  among  the 
newly  literate. 

Population  22,000,000  Literacy:  42%  illiterate. 

Evangelical  Community:  about  300,000  (members  and  children) 


Principal  Language:  Spanish;  there  are  also  52  Indian  tribes  who 
speak  as  many  different  dialects,  the  largest  are  the  Maya, 
Nahuatl  or  Azteca,  Tarasco,  Tzeltal,  Tarahumara,  Otomi, 
Zapoteco,  Mixteco,  Mazateco,  Totonaco,  Choi,  and  Yaqui. 


Bibles 

Testa¬ 

ments 

Gospels 

Total 

(1946) 

(1944) 

(1943) 

(1944) 

Largest  Circulation: 

30,972 

47,371 

1,088,760 

1,136,392 

Normal  pre-war  year, 
(1938) _ 

13,151 

3,840 

55,278 

72,269 

Distribution  in  1947 

26,878 

25,403 

150,984 

203,265 

The  Program  of  Advance  in  Mexico 


Total  Distribution  Objective: 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles  . 

35,000 

40,000 

45,000 

50,000 

55,000 

Testaments 

25,000 

26,000 

27,000 

28,000 

29,000 

Gospels,  etc. 

325,000 

350,000 

375,000 

400,000 

425,000 

Current  appropriation  (1948)* 

$20,000 

$20,000 

$20,000 

$20,000 

$20,000 

Additional  cost  of  advance  program* 

8,625 

14,875 

18,735 

23,385 

27,235 

Total  Five-Year  Program* 

$28,625 

$34,875 

$38,735 

$43,385 

$47,235 

*These  figures  are  in  process  of  revision  upward  due  to  the  devaluation  of  the  Mexican  peso  vs.  the  U.S.$. 


Central  America 


THESE  six  republics  with  the  Canal  Zone  have  dis¬ 
tinctive  characteristics,  some  being  almost  wholly 
Spanish-speaking,  others  with  very  large  Indian  popula¬ 
tion.  In  all  of  them,  evangelical  missions  have  some  sure 
rootage,  and  in  several,  steadfast  work  and  cooperative 
spirit  show  increasing  fruitage.  All  of  the  missions 
would  gain  by  a  more  vigorous  distribution  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  especially  as  much  of  it  would  be  carried  on 
through  mission  channels.  Any  missionary  advance 
among  the  fifteen  principal  missionary  societies  at  work 
must  be  paralleled  and  in  part  preceded  by  advance  in 
Scripture  circulation. 

The  first  need  is  an  increased  supply  of  Scriptures. 
More  centers  of  supply  are  also  needed  for  the  many 
customers.  Currency  and  other  barriers  make  easy  move¬ 


ment  throughout  the  area  difficult.  Depositories  are 
needed  under  the  direction  of  a  full-time  worker  who 
would  also  serve  as  a  supervisor  of  colporteurs.  Colpor- 
tage  should  consist  of  a  limited  number  of  full-time 
colporteurs  working  under  the  Society  and  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  aided  colporteurs  working  in  the  missions. 

Population:  10,000,000  Illiteracy:  18% — 87% 

Languages:  Spanish  predominant;  several  important  Indian 
languages;  Mam,  Cakchiquel,  Quiche,  etc.  English  in  Canal 
Zone. 

Testa- 

Bibles  ments  Portions  Total 

Circulation:  1939  _  7,219  7,746  53,620  68,585 

Circulation:  1947  _  15,960  14,320  98,943  129,223 

The  American  Bible  Society  is  the  only  Bible  Society  at  work 
in  Central  America. 


The  Program  of  Advance  for  Central  America 


Distribution  Objective: 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles _ 

16,000 

19,000 

20,600 

22,200 

23,800 

Testaments  _ 

14,000 

17,000 

18,400 

19,800 

19,800 

Portions _ 

100,000 

125,000 

144,000 

163,000 

182,000 

Current  (1948)  Budget _ 

$13,746 

$13,746 

$13,746 

$13,746 

$13,746 

Advance  Proposed _ 

300 

13,325 

14,415 

13,605 

15,105 

Total  Five-Year  Program 

$14,046 

$27,071 

$28,161 

$27,351 

$28,851 
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Venezuela 


A  COUNTRY  generally  prosperous  but  with  some 
extremes  of  economic  status  and  present  inflation, 
Venezuela  has  the  opportunity  in  its  rich  resources  to 
become  a  strong  well-to-do  nation,  provided  the  foun¬ 
dations  are  laid  in  personal  character  and  Christian 
conviction.  There  is  a  large  opportunity  here  for  the 
churches  and  missions,  good  cooperation  and  an  awak¬ 
ened  interest.  The  major  requirements  for  advance  are 


increased  Scripture  supply,  better  central  depot,  and 
more  colportage.  This  is  a  joint  agency  of  the  BFBS 
and  the  ABS. 

Population:  4,200,000  Evangelical  Community:  30,000 

Gospels, 

Bibles  Testaments  etc. 

Joint  Circulation:  1946 _  4,022  5,262  131,219 

Joint  Circulation:  1947 _  3,200  6,652  81,212 


The 

Program  of  Advance  for  Venezuela 

Total  Distribution  Objective: 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles _ 

4,400 

4,800 

5,200 

5,600 

6,000 

Testaments _ 

5,700 

6,200 

6,700 

7,200 

7,700 

Gospels,  etc. _ 

120,000 

132,000 

144,000 

150,000 

168,000 

Current  Budget  ( 1948 ) _ 

$14,050 

$14,050 

$14,050 

$14,050 

$14,050 

Advance  Proposed  . 

10,000 

10,090 

10,080 

10,510 

10,500 

Total  Five-Year  Program 

$24,050 

$24,140 

$24,130 

$24,560 

$24,550 

ABS  Share  Current  Budget  . 

$  6,000 

$  6,000 

$  6,000 

$  6,000 

$  6,000 

ABS  Share  Advance _ 

5,000 

5,045 

5,040 

5,255 

5,250 

Total  ABS  Five-Year  Program  ... 

$11,000 

$11,045 

$11,040 

$11,255 

$11,250 

Colombia 


THE  sudden  bloody  and  destructive  uprising  in 
Bogota  during  the  Inter-American  Conference  in 
the  Spring  of  1948  reveals  the  intensity  of  the  inter¬ 
strains  in  the  life  of  a  number  of  the  South  American 
republics.  There  is  desperately  needed  an  extension, 
among  the  upper  and  lower  classes  alike,  of  those  social 
sympathies  which  find  their  resources  in  the  possession 
of  truly  Christian  outlook  and  motive.  It  is  impossible 
to  create  stable  and  democratic  foundations  without 
widespread  and  genuine  Christian  convictions.  Surely 
here  is  an  area  in  which  the  effective  distribution  of 
the  Scriptures  —  that  is,  bringing  them  persuasively  to 
the  attention  and  interest  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
people  by  steadfast  witness — is  essential.  The  focused 
attention  upon  Colombia  requires  that  this  basic  activity 
be  considerably  multiplied. 

Colombia  is  a  difficult  field  to  organize  because  of 


the  way  in  which  the  knot  of  mountain  ranges  that  forms 
the  northern  climax  of  the  Andes  sub-divides  the  coun¬ 
try,  which  faces  both  on  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific. 
It  is  clear  that  if  thorough  work  is  to  be  done  there  must 
be  in  addition  to  the  Bogota  headquarters  and  its  im¬ 
mediate  territory,  sub-agencies  at  Barranquilla  and  Cali 
with  depots  in  these  three  centers.  Colportage  must  be 
considerably  multiplied.  The  selection  and  training  of 
colporteurs  takes  time.  Increased  supplies  of  Scriptures 
are  necessary.  This  is  a  joint  agency  of  the  B.F.B.S. 
and  the  A.B.S. 

Population:  approximately  10,000,000 

Evangelical  Community:  approximately  50,000;  17  or  18  mis¬ 
sionary  societies  at  work. 

Bibles  Testaments  Gospels 
Joint  Circulation:  1947 _  3,370  4,323  94,455 


The  Program  of 


Total  Distribution  Objective:  1949 

Bibles _  7,700 

Testaments _  9,000 

Gospels,  etc. _  220,000 

Current  Budget  (1948)  .  $15,860 

Advance  Proposed  .  4,590 

Total  Five-Year  Program  .  $19,450 

ABS  Current  Budget,  1948 _  $  7,700 

ABS  Share  of  Advance  Proposed _  2,295 

ABS  Five-Year  Program  .  $  9,995 


Advance  for  Colombia 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

8,400 

9,100 

10,000 

10,700 

9,900 

10,800 

11,700 

12,600 

240,000 

260,000 

280,000 

300,000 

$15,860 

$15,860 

$15,860 

$15,860 

8,650 

11,300 

15,150 

16,400 

$24,510 

$27,160 

$31,010 

$32,260 

$  7,700 

$  7,700 

$  7,700 

$  7,700 

4,325 

5,650 

7,575 

8,200 

$12,025 

$13,350 

$15,275 

$15,900 
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Ecuador 


THE  generally  liberal  attitude  in  Ecuador  affords  a 
valuable  opportunity  for  effective  Scripture  distri¬ 
bution  to  which  the  evangelical  forces  do  not  seem  to 
be  alert.  Literacy  is  growing,  thanks  to  a  vigorous  news¬ 
paper  campaign.  No  serious  barriers  exist  to  a  marked 
advance. 

As  the  Societies  (ABS  and  BFBS)  have  now  a  full¬ 
time  staff  member  to  direct  the  work,  the  consequent 
stimulation  will  result  in  larger  demand  for  Scriptures. 
A  vigorous  campaign  is  needed  to  encourage  distribu¬ 


tion  by  the  evangelical  forces.  Some  public  promotion 
through  the  press  and  pamphlet  literature  would  have 
useful  education  value.  Colporteurs  should  be  in¬ 
creased  in  number  and  training  conferences  regularly 
held. 


Population:  3,500,000  (1944)  Literacy:  37% 

Evangelical  community:  about  2,500 

Bibles  T estaments  Portions 

Largest  ABS  and  BFBS 

Circulation:  1947  .  2,377  3,390  99,209 


The  Program  of  Advance  for  Ecuador 

Total  Distribution  Objective: 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles . 

2,200 

2,700 

3,200 

3,700 

4,200 

Testaments  . 

3,800 

4,800 

5,700 

6,600 

7,300 

Portions 

.  42,000 

27,000 

67,000 

77,000 

85,000 

Total  Current  Budget  (1948)  . 

$  9,000 

$  9,000 

$  9,000 

$  9,000 

$  9,000 

Total  Advance  Proposed 

2,900 

3,850 

5,050 

5,600 

6,850 

Total  Five-Year  Program  . 

.  $11,900 

$12,850 

$14,050 

$14,600 

$15,850 

ABS  Current  Budget  ( 1948 )  . 

.  $  4,500 

$  4,500 

$  4,500 

$  4,500 

$  4,500 

Advance,  ABS  share  . 

1,450 

1,925 

2,525 

2,800 

3,425 

Total  ABS  Five-Year  Program 

$  5,950 

$  6,425 

$  7,025 

$  7,300 

$  7,925 

Peru 


PERU  is  usually  considered  one  of  the  more  difficult 
countries  in  Latin  America  from  the  point  of  view 
of  evangelical  missionary  work.  For  this  reason  it  is 
necessary  that  the  Word  of  God  should  be  freely  cir¬ 
culated  throughout  the  Republic,  so  that  should  there 
be  any  lack  of  trained  foreign  or  national  help,  the 
Christian  brethren  would  at  least  have  the  comfort  and 
strength  of  the  Scriptures. 

There  is  easily  noticeable  a  spiritual  vacuum  caused 
by  many  who  have  turned  away  from  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  and  its  teachings,  and  unless  these 
people  can  be  reached  by  the  Gospel  they  will  drift 
either  into  atheism  or  Communism.  Many  of  these 
people  come  from  the  educated  classes. 

Although  Peru  at  the  present  time  is  only  40%  liter¬ 
ate,  literacy  is  increasing  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  im¬ 
portance  that  newly-made  literates  should  have  the 
Word  of  God  in  their  possession  so  that  the  seed  may 
fall  on  freshly  prepared  ground  where  with  prayer 
it  could  grow  and  bring  forth  much  fruit. 

A  principal  factor  for  an  advance  is  an  increasing 


flow  of  Scriptures.  One  of  the  difficulties  is  the  low 
income  level  of  the  population  of  the  mountain  re¬ 
gions  as  compared  with  Lima  and  the  coast  which 
requires  price  concessions  if  circulation  is  to  be 
achieved.  A  second  factor  is  more  vigorous  encour¬ 
agement  of  distribution  by  evangelical  groups;  for¬ 
tunately  a  program  is  on  foot  for  widespread  distri¬ 
bution  of  Gospels  which  should  result  in  increasing 
demands  for  other  Scriptures.  Systematic  widespread 
colportage  should  be  increased  especially  for  areas  be¬ 
yond  contact  with  evangelical  churches,  and  a  Bible 
coach  or  motor  van  properly  manned  would  be  effec¬ 
tive  in  several  regions.  Scripture  aids  for  new  literates 
are  also  needed  in  moderate  quantity. 

The  work  is  a  joint  work  of  the  ABS  and  the  BFBS. 

Population:  7,023,000  (1946)  Literacy:  40% 

Evangelical  Community:  50,000  —  75,000 

Language:  principal,  Spanish;  others,  dialects  of  Quechua. 

Circulation  Bibles  T estaments  Portions 

(ABS  and  BFBS)  1938  .  6,067  6,975  87,771 

Largest  circulation 

(ABS  and  BFBS)  1947  .  17,871  17,293  114,258 
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The  Program 

of  Advance  for  Peru 

Total  Distribution  Objective: 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles  . 

15,000 

18,000 

20,500 

23,000 

25,000 

Testaments  . 

20,000 

22,000 

26,000 

28,500 

30,000 

Portions 

600,000 

600,000 

600,000 

100,000 

150,000 

Current  Budget  (1948)  . 

$22,000 

$22,000 

$22,000 

$22,000 

$22,000 

Advance  Proposed 

17,055 

14,100 

14,410 

6,600 

7,450 

Total  Five-Year  Program 

39,055 

36,100 

36,410 

28,600 

29,450 

ABS  Current  Budget  (1948) 

11,000 

11,000 

11,000 

11,000 

11,000 

ABS  Share  of  Advance 

8,527 

7,050 

7,205 

3,300 

3,725 

Total  ABS  Five-Year  Program 

$19,527 

$18,050 

$18,205 

$14,300 

$14,725 

Bolivia 


THOUGH  one  of  the  largest  countries  in  South 
America,  Bolivia  has  a  population  that  does  not 
exceed  four  million  people.  The  large  majority  of  the 
population  is  Indian.  A  new  social  and  religious 
awakening  is  found  among  the  Indians  today,  and 
also  a  spirit  of  inquiry,  and  we  must  provide  ever 
increasing  numbers  of  Scriptures  for  them.  More  evan¬ 
gelical  missionaries  are  working  in  Bolivia  than  ever 
before.  Sections  of  the  country  long  deprived  of  any 
Gospel  witness  are  today  occupied.  North,  south  and 
east,  missionary  forces  have  spread  out,  taking  with 
them  the  gracious  influences  of  the  Gospel  message. 

There  is  needed,  more  than  ever  before,  a  constant 
and  steady  supply  of  Scriptures  in  the  Spanish  and 
Indian  languages,  and  these  in  a  variety  of  editions. 
In  a  country  like  Bolivia,  Bible  distribution  has  limits. 


and  we  feel  it  would  not  be  sane  nor  sound  to  push 
beyond  these  limits.  Our  preoccupation  is  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  growing  churches  with  Bibles  and  Testa¬ 
ments,  and  also  to  keep  four  men  traveling  over 
different  sections  of  the  country.  They  need  not  be 
full  salaried  men,  but  men  working  in  connection  with 
Scriptures  on  a  commission  basis.  There  is  room  for 
this  kind  of  activity  in  Bolivia.  This  is  a  joint  agency 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

Population:  Approximately  4,000,000  Illiteracy:  70% 

Protestant  Church  membership:  20,000  (?) 

Languages:  Spanish;  Quechua,  Aymara 

Bibles  Testaments  Portions  Totals 

Circulation — ABS  &  BFBS 


Peak  year,  1946  .  5,146  8,235  63,722  77,103 

Pre-war  year,  1938  .  2,586  5,935  48,155  56,674 

Last  year,  1947  .  4,226  6,032  44,981  55,239 


The  Program  of  Advance  for  Bolivia 


Total  Distribution  Objective: 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles  . 

6,000 

7,000 

8,000 

8,000 

8,000 

Testaments 

9,000 

10,000 

10,000 

12,000 

12,000 

Portions 

65,000 

70,000 

75,000 

80,000 

80,000 

80,000 

87,000 

93,000 

100,000 

100,000 

Total  Current  Budget  (1948)  . 

.  $  8,460 

$ 

8,460 

$  8,460 

$  8,460 

$  8,460 

Advance  proposed  . 

1,940 

2,740 

3,240 

3,740 

3,840 

Total  Five-Year  Program 

.  $  10,400 

$ 

11,200 

$  11,700 

$  12,200 

$  12,300 

ABS  Current  (1948)  Appropriation 

3,500 

3,500 

3,500 

3,500 

3,500 

ABS  Share  of  Advance  . 

1,900 

2,100 

2,450 

2,600 

2,650 

Total  ABS  Five-Year  Program  . 

.  $  5,400 

$ 

5,600 

$  5,950 

$  6,100 

$  6,150 
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Chile 


THE  reading  population  of  Chile  has  greatly  in¬ 
creased,  and  people  will  read  anything.  The  present 
day  is  one  of  bewilderment  and  illusion.  Many  strange 
voices  are  being  heard.  Books  and  pamphlets  and 
papers  are  glutting  the  market.  It  is  important  that 
Scriptures  be  made  available  now  for  these  new 
readers.  There  are  in  Chile  more  than  600  periodicals 
for  a  population  of  5,000,000  —  of  which  101  are 
dailies.  There  is  a  great  up-surge  of  educational  and 
intellectual  advance  that  amounts  to  a  renaissance 
throughout  Latin  America,  a  movement  which  is 
already  gaining  in  volume.  If  this  movement  did  not 
originate  in  Chile,  certainly  it  has  found  here  a  very 
vigorous  expression.  Bible  Society  work  is  more  urgent 
and  needed  today  than  ever  before. 

The  problem  of  securing  increased  circulation  in 
Chile  is  simply  one  of  supply,  which  during  the  war 
years  and  up  to  the  present  has  been  inadequate  to 


meet  the  demand.  Missionary  workers  and  pastors 
have  been  crying  out  for  more  Bibles,  but  our  budget 
has  been  insufficient  to  make  larger  orders.  We  could 
easily  double  our  sales  of  Bibles  without  much  effort. 
With  larger  and  regular  supplies  of  Scriptures,  sub¬ 
depositories  might  be  opened  in  Valparaiso  and  Con¬ 
cepcion  to  serve  these  two  important  cities,  and  a 
colporteur  working  from  each  of  these  sub-deposi¬ 
tories  would  have  an  ample  field  for  active  and  per¬ 
manent  colportage.  This  is  a  joint  agency  of  the 
BFBS  and  ABS. 

Population:  5,000,000  Illiteracy:  20% 

Protestant  Church  membership:  60,000 

Languages:  Spanish;  Mapuche  spoken  by  50,000  Indians  in 
Southern  Chile 

Bibles  T estaments  Portions  T otals 

Circulation — ABS  &  BFBS 


Peak  year,  1946  . 10,277  17,672  208,241  236,190 

Pre-war,  1937  .  6,496  22,406  151,146  180,048 

Last  year,  1947  .  9,093  21,597  181,158  211,848 


The  Program  of  Advance  for  Chile 

Total  Distribution  Objective: 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles 

14,000 

15,000 

18,000 

18,000 

20,000 

Testaments 

.  25,000 

25,000 

27,000 

30,000 

30,000 

Portions 

.  200,000 

200,000 

220,000 

220,000 

230,000 

239,000 

240,000 

265,000 

268,000 

280,000 

Total  Current  Budget  (1948) 

$  16,440 

$  16,440 

$  16,440 

$  16,440 

$  16,440 

Advance  proposed 

3,880 

6,300 

7,980 

8,580 

10,660 

Total  Five-Year  Program 

.  $  20,320 

$  22,740 

$  24,420 

$  25,020 

$  27,100 

ABS  Present  Appropriation  (1948) 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

ABS  Share  of  Advance 

.  4,120 

5,370 

6,210 

6,510 

7,550 

Total  Required  of  ABS 

$  10,120 

$  11,370 

$  12,210 

$  12,510 

$  13,550 

Argentina 


THE  heady  stimulus  of  a  dictatorship,  ardent  na¬ 
tionalism,  and  a  strong  industrialization  is  making 
more  evident  the  critical  influence  which  this  rich 
country  may  exert  upon  all  of  Latin  America.  It 
cannot  be  said  yet  that  the  evangelical  churches  and 
institutions  can  exert  a  decisive  influence  upon  the 
character  of  national  policy,  but  they  have  borne 
valiant  witness  for  the  truth.  In  a  country  where  many 
are  sensitive  to  the  unwholesome  pressures  of  a  totali¬ 
tarian  regime,  the  widespread  sowing  of  the  Scriptures 
is  a  basic  factor  in  moral  advance. 


The  country  is  metropolis-minded  with  Buenos 
Aires  as  the  focus  about  which,  within  300  miles 
north,  south,  and  west,  are  ten  million  of  Argentina’s 
sixteen  million  people.  Beyond  this  area  among  a 
more  scattered  population  are  the  great  fields  and 
farms  which  are  the  source  of  Argentina’s  agricultural 
wealth.  Perhaps  four-fifths  of  the  evangelical  com¬ 
munity  is  found  in  the  smaller  radius. 

The  first  task  is  to  increase  considerably  the  supply 
of  Scriptures  and  to  stimulate  the  churches  which  are 
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in  this  relatively  concentrated  population  to  press  their 
distribution  with  vigor.  This  possibility  should  make 
unnecessary  a  large  number  of  full  time  colporteurs 
but  the  work  of  the  churches  should  be  supplemented 
and  aided  by  a  very  limited  number  of  full-time 
workers  and  a  somewhat  larger  number  of  part-time 
colporteurs.  Missions  and  church  bodies  can  be  also 
encouraged  to  undertake  more  colportage.  For  the 
less  heavily  populated  areas  motor-vans  and  river 
launch  colportage  afford  a  means  of  reaching  many 
areas  fruitfully,  but  should  be  taken  up  gradually 
because  of  expense.  Salesroom  depots  in  two  or  three 
of  the  larger  cities  where  there  is  evangelical  strength 
and  a  considerable  population  are  also  important. 
Radio  and  other  publicity  can  be  used  to  stimulate 
demand.  Constant .  church  visitation  with  addresses 


and  visual  materials  will  be  needed  to  secure  both 
effective  cooperation  in  distribution  and  increased 
local  support.  The  work  of  the  Bible  Society  in  Argen¬ 
tina  became  a  joint  BFBS  and  ABS  work  in  1948. 

Population:  16,000,000  Illiteracy:  not  significant 

Evangelical  community:  about  55,000 

Language:  principally  Spanish,  but  there  are  large  numbers 
of  German,  Italian,  and  English-speaking  people. 

Bibles  T  estaments  Gospels 

Largest  circulation: 

ABS,  1946  .  13,582  11,695  780,108 

BFBS,  1938  .  13,653  21,930  70,897 

Circulation  in  1940 

(ABS  &  BFBS)  .  14,467  29,010  132,786 

Circulation  in  1947 

(ABS  &  BFBS)  .  25,291  35,761  169,680 


The  Program  of  Advance 

in  Argentina 

Total  Distribution  Objective: 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles  . 

.  50,000 

56,000 

65,000 

73,000 

80,000 

Testaments  . 

.  70,000 

82,000 

96,000 

115,000 

130,000 

Gospels  . 

.  200,000 

260,000 

400,000 

570,000 

700,000 

Total  Budget,  1948  . 

.  $  38,000 

$  38,000 

$  38,000 

$  38,000 

$  38,000 

Total  Advance  proposed  . 

.  15,400 

21,000 

30,100 

38,700 

46,500 

Total  Five-Year  Program  . 

.  $  53,400 

$  59,100 

$  68,100 

$  76,700 

$  84,500 

ABS  Current  Budget,  1948  . 

.  19,000 

19,000 

19,000 

19,000 

19,000 

ABS  Share  in  Advance  . 

.  7,700 

10,550 

15,050 

19,350 

23,250 

Total  ABS  Five-Year  Program  . 

.  $  26,700 

$  29,550 

$  34,050 

$  38,350 

$  42,250 

I 


Uruguay 


THIS,  the  most  serene  of  the  Latin  American 
republics  and  the  most  literate,  is  sensitively  in¬ 
fluenced  by  its  western  neighbor,  Argentina.  Materi¬ 
alism  is  more  subtle.  Industrialism  is  not  a  large 
factor,  the  country  being  a  rural  area  with  many  small 
towns  but  with  one  very  large  city,  Montevideo.  Its 
progressive  and  generally  enlightened  outlook  needs 
increasing  moral  tone.  The  genuine  religion  of  the 
Gospels  must  underlie  its  efforts  to  maintain  its  his¬ 
toric  liberalism  in  the  face  of  internal  and  external 
pressures.  Effective  Scripture  distribution  can  be  more 
easily  achieved  here  than  in  many  Latin  American 
areas. 

The  basic  need  here  is  a  larger  supply  of  books  and 
more  intensive  distribution  program  through  the 


churches.  This  should  be  supplemented  in  the  rural 
areas  especially  by  a  motor  van,  and  an  additional  full¬ 
time  colporteur.  Distribution  through  persons  engaged 
in  river  colportage  will  also  be  useful.  The  work  is  a 
joint  work  of  the  ABS  and  the  BFBS. 


Population:  2,300,000  No  illiteracy 

Evangelical  community:  10,000  to  12,000 
Language:  Spanish 


Largest  Prewar  Circulation 

Bibles 

T estaments 

Gospels 

(1938)  . 

.  5,288 

4,404 

7,842 

Circulation  in  1940  . 

....  3,552 

1,908 

11,667 

Circulation  in  1947  . 

....  6,142 

9,363 

40,467 
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The  Program  of  Advance  for  Uruguay 

Total  Distribution  Objective: 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles  . 

.  14,000 

16,000 

16,500 

18,000 

20,000 

Testaments  . 

.  20,000 

25,000 

30,000 

38,000 

45,000 

Gospels  . 

.  70,000 

95,000 

130,000 

150,000 

200,000 

Current  Budget  (1948)  . 

.  $  11,000 

$  11,000 

$  11,000 

$  11,000 

$  11,000 

Advance  proposed  . 

.  7,800 

5,650 

7,100 

8,100 

8,300 

Total  Five-Year  Program 

.  $  18,800 

$  16,650 

$  18,100 

$  19,100 

$  19,300 

ABS  Current  Budget  (1948)  . 

.  5,500 

5,500 

5,500 

5,500 

5,500 

Advance,  ABS  Share  . 

3,900 

2,825 

3,550 

4,050 

4,150 

Total  ABS  Five-Year  Program 

.  $  9,400 

$  8,325 

$  9,050 

$  9,550 

$  9,650 

) 


Paraguay 


THIS  small,  relatively  undeveloped  country  has  suf¬ 
fered  by  violent  revolution  and  by  the  long  Chaco 
war  with  Bolivia,  which,  though  won,  sapped  its 
strength.  Low  standard  of  living,  fanaticism,  and  ig¬ 
norance  are  prevalent.  The  territory  is  inadequately 
supplied  with  roads  and  much  of  the  area  is  pioneer 
in  character.  The  evangelical  community  is  very  small. 

Here  pioneer  work  must  be  undertaken  by  experi¬ 
enced  colporteurs  able  to  journey  in  the  saddle  in  a 
hard  climate  and  to  stand  the  resistance  of  suspicion 
and  provocation.  The  work  must  be  one  of  planting 
of  seed  and  slow,  patient  cultivation.  One  full-time 
colporteur  is  needed  in  addition  to  the  agent  who  can 
operate  a  motor  van  through  a  limited  area.  Other 


colportage  can  be  carried  on  at  intervals  by  loan  from 
Argentina.  (Joint  operation  by  the  ABS  and  BFBS 
is  anticipated. ) 

Population:  about  1,000,000  Illiteracy,  about  75% 

Evangelical  community:  about  800,  not  including  a  somewhat 
exclusive  German-Polish  Mennonite  community  in  the 
north. 

Bibles  T estaments  Gospels 


Largest  circulation:  ABS,  1946 . 

.  987 

645 

9,837 

BFBS,  1925 . 

.  500 

50 

9,400 

Circulation  in  1940 

(ABS  &  BFBS)  . 

.  581 

355 

100 

Circulation  in  1947 

(ABS  &  BFBS)  . 

.  985 

2,145 

5,178 

The  Program  of  Advance  for  Paraguay 


1949  1950  1951  1952  1953 

Total  Distribution  Objective: 

Bibles  .  6,000  8,000  8,500  9,000  10,000 

Testaments  .  10,000  13,000  14,000  17,000  25,000 

Gospels .  30,000  45,000  70,000  80,000  100,000 

Current  Budget  (1948)  .  $  6,000  $  6,000  $  6,000  $  6,000  $  6,000 

Proposed  Advance  .  7,700  5,600  6,800  7,700  9,000 

Total  Five-Year  Program .  13,700  11,600  12,800  13,700  15,000 

ABS  appropriation  (1948)  .  6,000  6,000  6,000  6,000  6,000 

ABS  Share,  advance  proposed  .  4,000  1,900  800  850  1,500 

ABS  Five-Year  Program  .  $  10,000  $  7,900  $  6,800  $  6,850  $  7,500 
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Brazil 

“Send  More  Bibles ” 


THE  greatest  opportunity  for  Christian  advance  in 
the  Western  Hemisphere  is  in  Brazil.  Here,  in  a 
country  larger  than  the  United  States  and  rich  in 
resources  and  with  a  rapidly  increasing  population  of 
45,000,000,  Evangelical  Christianity  has  been  growing 
faster  than  anywhere  in  the  world.  Local  Churches  are 
imbued  with  strong  missionary  spirit  and  the  leader¬ 
ship  is  struggling  to  secure  pastors  and  workers  suffi¬ 
ciently  numerous  and  well-trained  to  care  for  the 
incoming  thousands  of  people. 

Though  literacy  is  estimated  at  only  30  per  cent,  the 
government,  inspired  by  Dr.  Laubach’s  achievements, 
has  started  a  great  campaign  against  adult  illiteracy. 
This  parallels  a  rising  expansion  of  educational  facili¬ 
ties. 

The  Bible  Society  operations  are  unified.  The  Amer¬ 
ican  and  British  Societies  consolidated  their  work  in 
1942  and  a  national  Brazilian  Bible  Society  has  come 
into  being  through  which  they  will  work.  In  recent 
years  the  expenditures  of  these  Societies  in  Brazil  have 
considerably  increased,  without  however  meeting  the 
amazing  demand  for  the  Scriptures. 

It  is  imperative  that  this  great  opportunity  be 
seized  to  the  full.  But  it  will  require  large  contribu¬ 
tions;  the  economic  condition  of  the  mass  of  the 
people  is  such  that  to  price  the  Scriptures  at  the  full 
cost  of  supplying  them  would  be  to  raise  serious  bar¬ 
riers  to  the  owning  of  a  Bible  by  multitudes.  Until 
the  standard  of  living  rises  and  the  Brazilian  Evangeli¬ 


cal  community  can  give  large  support  to  the  Bible 
cause,  generous  aid  must  be  provided. 

For  a  time  production  can  go  on  both  outside  and 
inside  Brazil.  But  when  the  new  revision  of  the  entire 
Bible  is  completed  by  Brazilian  scholars,  Brazilian  law 
will  require  its  printing  in  Brazil.  Printing  facilities 
adequate  for  good  work  on  so  difficult  a  book  as  the 
Bible  must  be  encouraged  as  parts  of  the  revision  are 
completed.  The  work  of  the  Revision  Committee  must 
be  financed  and  the  new  Bible  and  Testament  and 
Gospels  set  up  and  plated  in  several  sizes.  Large  pro¬ 
duction  must  meanwhile  go  on  to  meet  the  prodigious 
demand  from  all  parts  of  Brazil  and  the  circulation 
be  pressed  still  further  by  extending  colportage  of 
various  types  especially  following  new  settlers  into  the 
interior.  Additional  depots  in  this  large  country  are 
urgently  needed  in  such  centers  as  Recife,  Manaos, 
Porto  Alegre,  and  Sao  Paulo,  the  expense  being  in 
part  offset  by  economics  in  shipping.  The  Brazilian 
Bible  Society  must  be  assisted  to  develop  organs  of 
publicity,  contacts  with  all  parts  of  the  country,  and 
auxiliary  bodies  in  important  states  to  extend  its  mem¬ 
bership  and  support.  These  operations  will  require  a 
vigorous  staff  and  efficient  organization  at  headquarters 
in  Rio. 

Population:  45,000,000  Literacy:  30% 

Evangelical  Christian  Community:  167,457  (1935) 

Bibles  Testaments  Gospels 

Largest  pre-war  circulation: 

(1940)  .  17,604  19,046  231,952 

Circulation  in  1947  ..  28,071  84,510  1,018,939 


Total  Distribution  Objective: 
Bibles 

The  Program  of  Advance  in  Brazil 
1949  1950 

100,000  120,000 

1951 

150,000 

1952 

170,000 

1953 

200,000 

Testaments 

120,000 

130,000 

150,000 

170,000 

200,000 

Gospels,  etc.  . 

1,200,000 

1,500,000 

1,500,000 

1,500,000 

1,500,000 

Current  Budget  ( 1948 ) 

.  $  80,000 

$  80,000 

$  80,000 

$  80,000 

$  80,000 

Advance  proposed 

66,400 

87,600 

108,000 

124,000 

153,630 

Total  Five-Year  Program 

$146,400 

$167,600 

$188,000 

$204,000 

$233,630 

ABS  Current  Budget  (1948) 

39,530 

39,530 

39,530 

39,530 

39,530 

Advance,  ABS  Share 

33,670 

44,270 

54,470 

62,470 

76,285 

Total  ABS  Five-Year  Program 

$  73,200 

$  83,800 

$  94,000 

$102,000 

$115,815 
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Translation  and  Revision  Abroad 


IN  most  instances  the  missions  on  the  field  loan 
missionaries  for  translation  work,  the  Society  aiding 
where  necessary  with  the  cost  of  reference  books, 
working  material,  and  salaries  of  native  helpers.  Revi¬ 
sion  committees  for  important  languages  are  a  larger 


element  of  expense.  The  chief  expense,  however,  is  the 
support  of  special  services  in  coaching  and  training  mis¬ 
sionary  and  other  translators,  making  field  tests  and 
examinations,  preparing  guides,  testing  results  and  the 
heavy  travel  and  correspondence  therein  involved. 


1949  1950  1951  1952  1953 

Current  budget  (1948)  .  $  20,915  $  20,915  $  20,915  $  20,915  $  20,915 

Advance  proposed  .  750  3,250  5,750  5,750  1,000 

Total  $  21,665  $  24,165  $  26,665  $  26,665  $  21,915 


Composition  and  Plates 


The  Society  customarily  does  not  include  in  pro¬ 
duction  costs  of  books  the  expense  of  composition, 
proofreading  and  plate-making  in  the  case  of  new 
translations  or  revisions.  These  are  met  by  a  separate 


budget  for  the  purpose.  It  is  estimated  that  by  the 
inclusion  of  certain  items  in  the  advances  proposed 
for  certain  fields,  e.g.,  Philippines,  Siam,  Brazil,  Africa, 
an  increase  will  not  be  required  in  the  Special  Budget. 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Current  budget  (1948)  . 

.  $  37,695 

$  37,695 

$  37,695 

$  37,695 

$  37,695 

Special  Services 


WITH  the  destruction  and  disorganization  of 
presses  in  a  number  of  lands  and  the  increasing 
necessity  of  printing  Scriptures  in  the  countries  where 
they  are  to  be  distributed,  especially  where  the  quan¬ 
tities  are  large,  it  is  very  desirable  that  increasing 
technical  guidance  be  given  to  the  presses  which  pro¬ 
duce  Bible  Society  Scriptures  abroad.  In  Japan  the 
occupation  forces  have  given  the  Bible  Society  priority 
on  the  use  of  a  printing  plant  but  its  capacities  need 
to  be  appraised  and  reinforced.  Similar  conditions 
exist  in  the  Near  East,  in  Africa,  in  Brazil,  and  in 
Argentina.  It  is  proposed  that,  for  the  Advance,  special 


trips  be  made  for  study,  appraisal,  and  recommenda¬ 
tion,  and  where  possible,  for  instruction  of  local  staff 
with  a  view  to  improving  the  quality  and  volume  of 
local  printing.  It  is  believed  that  persons  can  be  found 
within  the  American  printing  industry  who  would 
be  competent  for  this  purpose  and  who  could  be  se¬ 
cured  for  a  period  of  three  to  five  months  at  a  time 
to  undertake  such  investigation. 

A  similar  service  needs  to  be  performed  in  respect 
to  office  organization,  accounting,  and  administration; 
service  which  headquarters’  staff  could  provide  but  for 
which  travel  expenses  would  be  necessary. 


Advance  Proposed 

Printing  Specialist 

(Travel  and  salary,  part-time)  1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Far  East  .  $  5,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Latin  America  — 

$  2,500 

— 

— 

— 

Near  East .  — 

— 

$  3,000 

— 

— 

Specialist  in  office  and  business  organization 

(Travel  only)  .  2,000 

1,500 

2,000 

— 

— 

Advance  proposed  .  $  7,000 

$  4,000 

$  5,000 

“ 

— 
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Administration  and  Contingent 


The  volume,  range,  and  complexity  of  the  Society’s 
services  and  the  need  for  far  more  frequent  visitation 
of  the  field,  for  improving  the  administration  of  the 
work,  planning  and  guiding  advances,  and  testing 


effectiveness  as  well  as  occasional  conferences  of 
Agency  Secretaries  in  the  larger  regions  (such  as  the 
one  held  in  Rio  for  all  Latin  America  three  years  ago) 
make  desirable  an  advance  in  administration. 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Advance  proposed 

.  $  10,000 

$  10,000 

$  10,000 

$  10,000 

$  10,000 

United  States  of  America 

America  —  Bible  Land? 


T^XTRAVAGANT  statements  about  this  nation  and 
its  devotion  to  the  Bible  continue  to  be  made.  We 
are  called  "the  people  of  the  Book”  whose  founding 
fathers  were  "men  of  the  Book.”  We  boast  a  "Bible 
Belt.”  We  speak  of  the  "best  seller”  and  we  point  to 
numerous  churches  and  denominations  to  whom  the 
Bible  is  indispensable  basis  for  their  distinctive  doc¬ 
trines. 

Yet  not  only  is  there  widespread  ignorance  of  the 
Bible’s  contents  but  in  certain  areas  and  among  some 
groups,  the  Bible  is  an  unpossessed  Book. 

All  Protestant  Christians  would  agree  that  each  per¬ 
son  should  have  his  own  Bible,  that,  at  the  very  least, 
every  home  should  have  a  Bible.  And  yet  we  are  far 
from  achieving  that  ideal. 

Last  year  the  War  Assets  Administration  declared  as 
surplus  over  a  million  copies  of  Catholic,  Jewish,  and 
Protestant  Scriptures.  In  releasing  the  news  that  these 
could  be  had  free  of  charge  by  responsible  persons  and 
institutions  the  word  "Bible”  was  used  instead  of 
"Testament.”  The  result  was  an  impressive  evidence  of 
Bible  need  in  America.  In  response  to  this,  over  4,000 
requests  for  over  4,000,000  "Bibles”  were  received  by 
the  Chief  of  Chaplains  office. 

Consider  special  groups. 

How  many  Scriptures  do  the  "migrants”  of  America 
need?  There  is  no  easy  answer  to  this  question.  To  the 
"migrants,”  moving  from  camp  to  camp,  this  Bible  is 
expendable;  the  Book  he  receives  today  is  lost  or  de¬ 
stroyed  tomorrow  or  at  best  by  next  season.  At  least 
$10,000  annually  is  needed  to  provide  Bibles,  Testa¬ 
ments,  and  Portions  to  these  people. 


Or  consider  the  not-so-vanishing  American,  the  In¬ 
dian.  Even  here  in  North  America  it  is  still  necessary 
to  translate  into  some  of  the  remaining  native  tongues. 
But  even  for  English-reading  Indians  the  supply  of 
Scriptures  is  not  adequate.  To  produce  Scriptures  in 
their  own  tongues  and  to  provide  American  Indian 
children  with  Scriptures  would  require  $5,000  annually. 

In  speaking  of  racial  groups,  think  of  the  Negro.  The 
American  Bible  Society  has  a  distribution  program  ad¬ 
ministered  by  Negroes  and  fully  aware  of  the  needs  of 
the  Negro.  In  spite  of  45  years  of  specializing  in  an 
attempt  to  meet  the  needs  of  Negro  Americans,  we  know 
that  the  work  is  not  done.  A  sum  of  $100,000  additional 
could  wisely  be  expended  each  year  in  getting  the  Gos¬ 
pel  to  our  fellow  Christians  of  the  Negro  race. 

There  is  still  a  considerable  number  of  the  American 
people  whose  mother  tongue  is  not  English.  These  too 
must  be  supplied  with  the  Bible.  Already  a  small  flow 
of  immigration  is  coming  to  America.  To  meet  the 
existing  need  and  to  prepare  for  those  who  are  coming 
to  our  country  in  the  next  five  years  will  require  an 
annual  expenditure  of  at  least  $3,000. 

Consider  the  cities  of  America  and  their  need  of  the 
Bible.  No  large  city  has  ever  fully  faced  and  fully  an¬ 
swered  this  need.  In  New  York  and  in  Boston,  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  in  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  local  Bible  So¬ 
cieties  are  active  but  they  would  be  the  first  to  say  that 
their  task  is  incomplete.  Even  smaller  cities  and  towns, 
in  predominantly  Protestant  sections  of  America,  would 
be  jarred  out  of  their  complacency  were  they  to  make 
a  survey  asking  the  simple  question:  "Is  there  a  well- 
bound  readable  Bible  available  in  this  home?”  They 
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would  be  further  shocked  were  they  to  look  into  the 
pews  and  classrooms  of  their  churches  and  church 
schools.  An  estimate  of  the  Bible  needs  of  American 
cities  and  an  estimate  of  the  funds  required  to  meet 
those  needs  would  sound  fantastic  to  you.  At  least  a 
half  million  dollars  annually  could  be  spent. 

One  other  special  group  requests  Scriptures:  the  Serv¬ 
ice  Men  and  hospitalized  Veterans.  Because  of  the  in¬ 
creased  enlistment  and  drafting  of  men  for  the  Armed 
Services,  a  large  increase  in  requests  for  the  Society’s 
Bibles,  Testaments,  and  Portions  has  resulted.  In  the 
first  nine  months  of  1948,  for  example  23,629  Bibles, 
107,153  Testaments,  and  298,693  Portions  were  sent  at 
the  request  of  chaplains  of  the  Armed  Forces  and  Veter¬ 
ans  Hospitals.  On  a  monthly  basis  this  continuing  sup¬ 
ply  would  cost  $5,000  or  at  least  $60,000  for  a  year. 


Indeed,  if  the  Society  were  to  offer  to  Chaplains  an  un¬ 
limited  service,  the  distribution  would  double  that 
amount;  $100,000  could  readily  be  spent  annually  for 
the  distribution  of  Scriptures  to  men  in  uniform  and 
to  veterans  in  hospitals. 

At  present  the  American  Bible  Society  budgets  about 
$350,000  of  its  annual  income  to  distribution  in  the 
United  States.  To  do  the  work  that  needs  to  be  done, — 
to  make  certain  that  every  American  who  desires  a  copy 
of  the  Scriptures  possesses  it  in  his  own  mother  tongue, 
in  accordance  with  the  table  below,  this  would  cost  the 
Society  at  least  $678,655  additional  during  the  five  year 
period,  an  average  of  $135,731  annually. 

But  having  wisely  spent  this  amount  for  Scripture 
supply,  it  could  then  be  more  truthfully  stated  that  our 
nation  is  becoming  a  land  of  the  Bible. 


The  Program 

of  Advance  for 

the  United  States 

Total  Distribution  Objective:  1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Bibles  . 

.  300,000 

350,000 

400,000 

450,000 

500,000 

Testaments  . 

.  500,000 

750,000 

900,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

Gospels,  etc . 

.  4,000,000 

5,000,000 

6,000,000 

7,000,000 

8,000,000 

Current  Budget,  1948  ... 

.  $321,769 

$321,769 

$321,769 

$321,769 

$321,769 

Advance  Program  . 

.  63,031 

104,531 

146,731 

171,131 

193,231 

Five-Year  Program  ... 

.  $384,800 

$426,300 

$468,500 

$492,900 

$515,000 
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7 

JAPAN 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Advance  program  for  Japan _ 

$ 

465,200 

$ 

554,000 

$ 

476,500 

$ 

388,500 

$ 

360,000 

8 

KOREA 

Advance  program  for  Korea _ 

$ 

170,500 

$ 

156,250 

$ 

121,750 

$ 

125,750 

$ 

70,750 

9 

CHINA 

Advance  Budget  ( 1948 ) _ 

$ 

48,000 

$ 

48,000 

$ 

48,000 

$ 

48,000 

$ 

48,000 

ABS  Share  of  Advance _ 

72,000 

107,400 

123,400 

124,000 

121,000 

ABS  Total  Five  Year  Program  ..... 

$ 

120,000 

$ 

155,400 

$ 

171,400 

$ 

172,000 

$ 

169,000 

10 

PHILIPPINES 

Current  Budget  Expenditure: 

(1948)  _ 

$ 

24,000 

$ 

24,000 

$ 

24,000 

$ 

24,000 

$ 

24,000 

Advance  proposed:  _ 

23,310 

44,690 

37,795 

61,440 

72,205 

Total  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

47,310 

$ 

68,690 

$ 

61,795 

$ 

85,440 

$ 

96,205 

11 

SIAM 

Appropriation  ( 1948 ) _ 

$ 

12,000 

$ 

12,000 

$ 

12,000 

$ 

12,000 

$ 

12,000 

Advance  Proposed _ 

7,505 

9,546 

9,264 

11,604 

13,607 

Total  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

19,505 

$ 

21,546 

$ 

21,264 

$ 

23,604 

$ 

25,607 

12 

NETHERLANDS  INDIES 

Present  Appropriation  ( 1948 ) _ 

$ 

1,500 

$ 

1,500 

$ 

1,500 

$ 

1,500 

$ 

1,500 

Advance — Raw  Materials,  etc - 

20,000 

13,500 

10,500 

7,500 

1,500 

Total  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

21,500 

$ 

15,000 

$ 

12,000 

$ 

9,000 

$ 

3,000 

13 

OTHER  SOUTHEAST  ASIA 

a.  Advance  for  Burma _ 

$ 

10,000 

$ 

10,000 

— 

— 

— 

b.  Advance:  Translation: 

Border  Tribes _ 

4,000 

4,000 

4,000 

4,000 

4,000 

c.  Pacific  Islands 

Present  budget  ( 1948 ) _ 

5,000 

5,000 

5,000 

5,000 

5,000 

Advance  proposed:  _ 

5,000 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

Total  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

24,000 

$ 

29,000 

$ 

19,000 

$ 

19,000 

$ 

19,000 

14 

INDIA,  CEYLON  &  PAKISTAN 

Current  grant  ( 1948 ) _ 

$ 

7,500 

$ 

7,500 

$ 

7,500 

$ 

7,500 

$ 

7,500 

Program  of  Advance _ 

15,000 

115,000 

15,000 

10,000 

10,000 

Total  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

22,500 

$ 

122,500 

$ 

22,500 

$ 

17,500 

$ 

17,500 

TOTAL:  FAR  EAST 

Current  budget  ( 1948 ) _ 

$ 

98,000 

$ 

98,000 

$ 

98,000 

$ 

98,000 

$ 

98,000 

Advance  proposed _ 

792,515 

1,024,38 6 

808,209 

742,794 

663,062 

Total  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

890,515 

$1,122,386 

$ 

906,209 

$ 

840,794 

$ 

761,062 

NEAR 

EAST 

TURKEY 

ABS  Budget,  (1948): _ 

ABS  Advance:  _ 

$ 

3,480 

5,516 

$ 

3,480 

2,100 

$ 

3,480 

2,282 

$ 

3,480 

2,840 

$ 

3,480 

3,700 

ABS  Total  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

8,996 

$ 

5,580 

$ 

5,762 

$ 

6,320 

$ 

7,180 

SYRIA  &  LEBANON 

ABS  Budget— 1948  _ 

ABS  Share  of  Advance _ 

$ 

10,100 

6,552 

$ 

10,100 

6,170 

$ 

10,100 

6,696 

$ 

10,100 

7,857 

$ 

10,100 

8,670 

ABS  Total  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

16,652 

$ 

16,270 

$ 

16,796 

$ 

17,957 

$ 

18,770 
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16 

IRAQ 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

ABS  Budget— 1948:  _ 

$ 

1,760 

$ 

1,760 

$ 

1,760 

$ 

1,760 

$ 

1,760 

ABS  Share  of  Advance _ 

1,415 

1,125 

1,471 

1,867 

1,470 

Total  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

3,175 

$ 

2,885 

$ 

3,231 

$ 

3,627 

$ 

3,230 

17 

PALESTINE  &  TRANSJORDAN 

ABS  Share  Present  Budget _ 

$ 

600 

$ 

600 

$ 

600 

$ 

600 

$ 

600 

ABS  Share  Program  of  Advance _ 

1,275 

525 

525 

525 

525 

ABS  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

1,875 

$ 

1,125 

$ 

1,125 

$ 

1,125 

$ 

1,125 

18 

EGYPT 

ABS  Budget— 1948  _ 

$ 

14,000 

$ 

14,000 

$ 

14,000 

$ 

14,000 

$ 

14,000 

ABS  Share  of  Advance _ 

4,000 

4,000 

4,000 

4,205 

5,505 

ABS  Total  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

18,000 

$ 

18,000 

$ 

18,000 

$ 

18,205 

$ 

19,505 

19 

SUDAN 

ABS  Budget  ( 1948 )  _ 

$ 

500 

$ 

500 

$ 

500 

$ 

500 

$ 

500 

Advance  proposed _ 

1,475 

875 

925 

1,125 

1,425 

Total  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

1,975 

$ 

1,375 

$ 

1,425 

$ 

1,625 

$ 

1,925 

TOTAL:  NEAR  EAST 

Current  Budget  1948 _ 

$ 

30,440 

$ 

30,440 

$ 

30,440 

$ 

30,440 

$ 

30,440 

Advance  Proposed _ 

20,233 

14,795 

15,899 

18,419 

21,295 

Total  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

50,673 

$ 

45,235 

$ 

46,339 

$ 

48,859 

$ 

51,735 

AFRICA 

20  AFRICA 

Current  Budget  1948 _  $  43,000  $  43,000  $  45,000  $  47,000  $  48,000 

Advance  Program:  ABS _  73,200  37,850  84,340  16,200  53,100 

Total  Five  Year  Program _  $  116,200  $  80,850  $  129,340  $  63,200  $  101,100 


EUROPE 

20  EUROPE 

Current  Budget  1948 


Greece  . 

.  $ 

3,070 

$ 

3,070 

$ 

3,070 

$ 

3,070 

$ 

3,070 

Advance  proposed: 

Germany _ 

_  $ 

509,725 

$ 

498,500 

$ 

450,000 

$ 

280,000 

$ 

103,000 

Belgium  _ 

21,000 

9,000 

14,000 

8,000 

12,000 

France  _ 

17,500 

17,500 

10,000 

17,500 

5,000 

Hungary  _ 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

7,000 

5,000 

Austria  _ 

2,500 

2,500 

2,500 

— 

— 

Russia,  etc.  _  _ 

50,000 

20,000 

20,000 

20,000 

20,000 

Bulgaria  _ 

8,000 

15,000 

10,000 

12,000 

12,000 

Greece _ 

2,930 

4,930 

4,930 

5,930 

6,930 

Other  Areas  . 

45,000 

40,000 

25,000 

25,000 

25,000 

Total  Advance _ 

 $ 

666,655 

$ 

617,430 

$ 

546,430 

$ 

375,430 

$ 

188,930 

Total  Five  Year  Program  ..... 

_  $ 

669,725 

$ 

620,500 

$ 

549,500 

$ 

378,500 

$ 

192,000 

22 


22 


LATIN  AMERICA 


WEST  INDIES 


Total  Present  (1948)  Budget _ 

Advance  Program _ 

$ 

25,700 

3,500 

$ 

25,700 

7,550 

$ 

25.700 

11.700 

$ 

25,700 

15,300 

$ 

25,700 

20,560 

Total  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

29,200 

$ 

33,250 

$ 

37,400 

$ 

41,000 

$ 

46,260 

MEXICO 

Current  Appropriation  (1948) _ 

Advance  Program _ 

$ 

20,000 

8,625 

$ 

20,000 

14,875 

$ 

20,000 

18,735 

$ 

20,000 

23,385 

$ 

20,000 

27,235 

Total  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

28,625 

$ 

34,875 

$ 

38,735 

$ 

43,385 

$ 

47,235 
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23 

CENTRAL  AMERICA 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Current  Appropriation  (1948) .... 

$ 

13,746 

$ 

13,746 

$ 

13,746 

$ 

13,746 

$ 

13,746 

Advance  Program 

300 

13,325 

14,415 

13,605 

15,105 

Total  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

14,046 

$ 

27,071 

$ 

28,161 

$ 

27,351 

$ 

28,851 

24 

VENEZUELA 

Current  Budget  ABS _ 

$ 

6,000 

$ 

6,000 

$ 

6,000 

$ 

6,000 

$ 

6,000 

Advance  Proposed _ 

5,000 

5,045 

5,040 

5,255 

5,250 

Total  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

11,000 

$ 

11,045 

$ 

11,040 

$ 

11,255 

$ 

11,250 

24 

COLOMBIA 

Current  Budget,  1948: _ 

$ 

7,700 

$ 

7,700 

$ 

7,700 

$ 

7,700 

$ 

7,700 

ABS  Share  of  Advance  Proposed:.. 

2,295 

4,325 

5,650 

7,575 

8,200 

ABS  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

9,995 

$ 

12,025 

$ 

13,350 

$ 

15,275 

$ 

15,900 

25 

ECUADOR 

ABS  Current  Budget  ( 1948 ) _ 

$ 

4,500 

$ 

4,500 

$ 

4,500 

$ 

4,500 

$ 

4,500 

Advance  ABS  Share _ 

1,450 

1,925 

2,525 

2,800 

3,425 

Total  ABS  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

5,950 

$ 

6,425 

$ 

7,025 

$ 

7,300 

$ 

7,925 

25 

PERU 

ABS  Current  Budget  ( 1948 ) _ 

$ 

11,000 

$ 

11,000 

$ 

11,000 

$ 

11,000 

$ 

11,000 

Advance  ABS  Share _ 

8,527 

7,050 

7,205 

3,300 

3,725 

Total  ABS  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

19,527 

$ 

18,050 

$ 

18,205 

$ 

14,300 

$ 

14,725 

26 

BOLIVIA 

ABS  Current  ( 1948 ) 

Appropriation: _  _ 

$ 

3,500 

$ 

3,500 

$ 

3,500 

$ 

3,500 

$ 

3,500 

ABS  Share  of  Advanced _ 

1,900 

2,100 

2,450 

2,600 

2,650 

Total  ABS  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

5,400 

$ 

5,600 

$ 

5,950 

$ 

6,100 

$ 

6,150 

27 

CHILE 

ABS  Present  Appropriation  1948.. 

$ 

6,000 

$ 

6,000 

$ 

6,000 

$ 

6,000 

$ 

6,000 

ABS  Share  of  Advance _ 

4,120 

5,370 

6,210 

6,510 

7,550 

Total  required  of  ABS _ 

$ 

10,120 

$ 

11,370 

$ 

12,210 

$ 

12,510 

$ 

13,550 

27 

ARGENTINA 

Current  Budget,  1948  _ 

$ 

19,000 

$ 

19,000 

$ 

19,000 

$ 

19,000 

$ 

19,000 

Advance  Proposed _ 

7,700 

10,550 

15,050 

19,350 

23,250 

Total:  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

26,700 

$ 

29,550 

$ 

34,050 

$ 

38,350 

$ 

42,250 

28 

URUGUAY 

ABS  Current  Budget,  1948 _ 

$ 

5,500 

$ 

5,500 

$ 

5,500 

$ 

5,500 

$ 

5,500 

Advance,  ABS  Share _ 

3,900 

2,825 

3,550 

4,050 

4,150 

Total:  ABS  Five  Year  Program  ... 

$ 

9,400 

$ 

8,325 

$ 

9,050 

$ 

9,550 

$ 

9,650 

29 

PARAGUAY 

Total  appropriation  (1948)  _ 

$ 

6,000 

$ 

6,000 

$ 

6,000 

$ 

6,000 

$ 

6,000 

Advance  proposed:  _ 

4,000 

1,900 

800 

850 

1,500 

ABS  Five  Year  Program _ 

$ 

10,000 

$ 

7,900 

$ 

6.800 

$ 

6,850 

$ 

7,500 

30 

BRAZIL 

ABS  Current  Budget,  1948  _ 

$ 

39,530 

$ 

39,530 

$ 

39,530 

$ 

39,530 

$ 

39,530 

Advance,  ABS  Share _ 

33,670 

44,270 

54,470 

62,470 

76,285 

Total:  ABS  Five  Year  Program  ... 

S 

73,200 

$ 

83,800 

$ 

94,000 

$ 

102,000 

$ 

115,815 

TOTAL:  LATIN  AMERICA 

Current  Budget,  1948 _ 

$ 

168,176 

$ 

168,176 

$ 

168,176 

$ 

168,176 

$ 

168,176 

Advance  ABS  Share _ 

84,987 

121,110 

147,800 

167,050 

198,885 

Total  ABS  Five  Year  Program  .... 

$ 

253,163 

$ 

289,286 

$ 

315,976 

$ 

335,226 

$ 

367,061 

32 

UNITED  STATES  UNITED 

STATES 

Current  Budget,  1948  _ 

$ 

321,769 

$ 

321,769 

$ 

321,769 

$ 

321,769 

$ 

321,769 

Advance  Proposed _ 

$ 

63,031 

$ 

104,531 

$ 

146,731 

$ 

171,131 

$ 

193,231 

Total  U.  S.  A _ 

$ 

384,800 

$ 

426,300 

$ 

468,500 

$ 

492,900 

$ 

515,000 

36 
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31 

TRANSLATION  &  REVISION 
ABROAD 

Current  Budget  _ 

Advance  Proposed  _ 

$ 

$ 

1949 

7,000 

20,915 

750 

$ 

$ 

1950 

4,000 

20,915 

3,250 

$ 

$ 

1951 

5,000 

20,915 

5,750 

$ 

1952 

20,915 

5,750 

$ 

1953 

20,915 

1,000 

Total  ABS  Five  Year  Program  _ 

$ 

21,665 

$ 

24,165 

$ 

26,665 

$ 

26,665 

$ 

21,915 

31 

COMPOSITION  AND  PLATES 
Current  Budget,  1948 _ 

$ 

37,695 

$ 

37,695 

$ 

37,695 

$ 

37,695 

$ 

37,695 

31 

SPECIAL  SERVICES 

Advance  Proposed _ 

$ 

7,000 

$ 

4,000 

$ 

5,000 

32 

ADMINISTRATION  and 
CONTINGENT 

Advance  Proposed _ 

$ 

10,000 

$ 

10,000 

$ 

10,000 

$ 

10,000 

$ 

10,000 

The  Total  Five-Year  Program 

Total  Current  Budget  (1948)  . $  723,065  $  723,065  $  725,065  $  727,065  $  728,065 

Proposed  Five-Year  Advance  .  1,718,371  1,937,352  1,770,159  1,506,774  1,329,503 

Total  Five-Year  Program  for  the 
Circulation  of  the  Scriptures 

in  the  U.S.A.  and  Abroad . $2,441,436  $2,660,417  $2,495,224  $2,233,839  $2,057,568 
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